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If one piece ofland can claim to be the birthplace of
modern Australia it is Sydney’s Domain. Known to
the Aborigines as Woccanmagully, Sydney Cove was
covered with open forest, woodland and ferny gullies
through which clear streams ran. It was the site of
Australia’s first farm, and fruit and vegetables were
grown there for more than 20 years.

Governor Phillip proclaimed the government
domain — an area set aside for the private use of the
governor, to be neither leased nor sold. The early
governors intended that important government
buildings should be erected there. The siting of the
Library and the Art Gallery together with the
conversion of Macquarie’s stables to the
Conservatorium of Music brings together in the
Domain important parts of Australia’s national
treasure in unrivalled settings.

But the Domain also became a ‘park for the people’
where thousands flocked to watch cricket matches,
military reviews, and the occasional balloon ascent.
It was in the Domain that troops assembled before
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departing for the Sudan, and to the Domain that
survivors — wounded and unwounded — were
welcomed by the Red Cross Buffet. It was here that
the first Anzac Day Remembrance Service was held
and where, during World War II, artillery batteries
and air raid shelters were erected.

Distinctly less militaristic activities have also focused
on the Domain. Here mass rallies assembled during
World War I to oppose conscription and, more
recently, to protest Australia’s involvement in the
Vietnam War and the presence of nuclear bases.
Here, during the depression, thousands of people
gathered to protest the sacking of Premier Jack Lang.
For many years, ‘going to the Dom’ was a favourite
pastime for Sydneysiders keen to hear stump orators
propound creationism, rationalism, a flat earth, a
flat tax, and any number of political philosophies.

Discovering the Domain recaptures the many
activities that have centred on the Domain. It
provides both an entertaining and richly illustrated
survey of the Domain’s vital role in our history.
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