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ABSTRACT

Fallding, H. & Benson, J. S. (National Herbarium of New South Wales, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 2000) 1985. Natural vegetation and settlement ar
Macquarie Pass, Hlawarra region, New South Wales. Cunninghamia 1(3), 285-311. The plant
communities of the Macquaric Pass area on the Illawarra escarpment, 100 km south of Sydney,
are described and mapped; their distribution reflects geology, climate and topography.
Open-forest, woodland, shrub communities and sedgelands occur on the plateau. The escarpment
is characterized by closed-forest and tall open-forest; the foothills and coastal plain by drier
open-forest and woodland communities. Four hundred and forty-one species are recorded.
Comments are made on the rainforests of the lllawarra region and the effects of settlement on
the vegetation of the escarpment and the coastal plain. The original extent of rainforest on the
Illawarra is considered to be less than that often assumed.

INTRODUCTION

The subtropical rainforests and moist eucalypt forests of the Illawarra
escarpment have interested botanists since Allan Cunningham in 1818 first entered
“within the dark shades of a tropical forest, composed of very lofty timber of the red
cedar [Toona australis], Tristania albens or Turpentine Tree [Syncarpia glomuliferal;
large Eucalypti, of the species called Blue Gum, and many other trees . .. the whole
being bound together with immense scandent and volubilous plants, that cannot fail
to arrest the attention and admiration of the most indifferent observer” (quoted in
Lee, 1925).

Botanical work in the Illawarra, a region extending from Bulli, 30 km north of
Macquarie Pass, southward to the Shoalhaven River, includes that of Moore &
Betche (1893), Hamilton (1914), Davis (1936, 1941a,b), Pidgeon (1940), Hume
(1969), Strom (1977), Bywater (1978) and Fuller (1980). However, most of this work
has been confined to the northern end, particularly around Bulli Pass and Mount
Kiera. Little work has been done in the Macquarie Pass region or further south.

In this study the vegetation within and surrounding Macquarie Pass National
Park is described and mapped. It embraces a transect of the Illawarra escarpment
from exposed heath on the sandstone plateau through rainforest and moist eucalypt
forest on the escarpment itself, to the drier open-forest and woodland on the coastal
plain. This area was recognized for its natural and scenic beauty as early as 1882,
when three reserves, about 200 ha in area, were set aside for the preservation of
timber and recreation.

THE STUDY AREA

Macquarie Pass National Park (1064 ha) is about 100 km south of Sydney on
the Illawarra escarpment, between the townships of Robertson (34° 35S, 150° 36'E,
750 m alt.) on the Wingecarribee Tableland and Albion Park (34° 35'S, 150° 47'E,

* Present address: Resources Section, New South Wales National Parks and Wildlife Service, Kent Street,
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