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MDSI Community Garden
Botanic Garden Tour

The excursion was held on
Monday 8 Nov 2010 in partnership
with Botanic Gardens’ Program

as the Green Street Coordinator
arranged activities for the day.

We visited the Tropical Centre
first where we saw the Australian
tropical pyramid and the tropical
lowland (hot) and then the tropical
montane (cool) and learnt a little
about the plants in each of the
eco systems.

Then we went behind the scenes
and visited Australia’s oldest works
depot and nursery — which supports
the whole botanic garden and
display glasshouses. Here we learnt
about plant hygiene, potting mixes
and the propagating facility with
climate controlled mist and heated
benches, then to the cool fernery

and to a shared lunch, followed
by a discounted coffee courtesy
of MDSI.

We also went (after coffee)
through the Cadi Jam Ora Garden
(The First Encounters site and

site of the first farm) where we
saw plants originally cultivated by
Captain Cook’s first settle, such as
coffee, strawberries, prickly pear,
figs and chamomile.

We returned on the trackless
train (trackless) back to the Opera
House gate.

It was a great day we all enjoyed,
we learned a lot and visited areas of
the Garden we hadn't seen before.
Thank you and much appreciated.

. Above: Exploring the Sydney
. Tropical Centre with Phil.

News Naming
Competition

|t is time to give the Community
Greening Newsletter a more
interesting and creative name.
And we would like your help to
name it. We would like a name
that captures the spirit of the
Community Greening program
and the people involved.

Please send your ideas for a fun
and catchy new name for the
newsletter to yolande.presland
@rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au or write

to Yolande Presland, the Royal
Botanic Garden, Mrs Macquaries
Rd, Sydney NSW 2000, and you
could win a copy of the book
‘From the Ground Up-a complete
garden guide for NSW gardeners’
by Linda, Sandra and Graham
Ross. Please have your entries

in by 5 pm on Tuesday

31 May 2011.

Last Chance for a
FREE anniversary
fruit tree

Now is your last
chance to receive :
a free fruit tree of %
your choice for 4
your community
garden. Please
contact Yolande,
Phil, Elizabeth or
Felicity if you would

like a tree for your community
garden and you haven't received
one yet. Email Yolande on
yolande.presland@rbgsyd.nsw.
gov.au or ring her on 0408 614
733. Office number is 9231 8363.
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A message from our Youth
Community Greening Coordinator

My name is Felicity Foster and |
coordinate a program called Youth
Community Greening. This is an
environmental education outreach
program funded by the Royal
Botanic Gardens Foundation, which
targets NSW urban and rural youth
with the most need. | conduct
gardening workshops for youth
and their families in community
gardens as well as environmentally
themed lessons in DET priority
funded schools. | assist these
schools to plan school gardens and
other environmentally sustainable
initiatives, while providing advice
on how to maintain their gardens.
An important aspect of my
program is to encourage teachers
to utilise their school garden as a
‘learnscape’. This involves using the
school garden to teach aspects of
the school curriculum in a way that
is meaningful and provides today’s
youth with important life skills.

Prior to this role | completed my
horticultural apprenticeship at the
Royal Botanic Garden and then
worked there as a Horticulturalist.
A highlight of this time was

\ working at schools such as

Flowering annual
seedlings can be
planted out in drifts
p for spring colour.

e Lawns can be given a last
feed before the onset of
winter.
¢ Prune back buddleias after
flowers have finished.

e Abutilon bushes, which have

damage from caterpillar, should
be cut back.

¢ Lift and divide perennials, and
plant into garden beds prepared

* Felicity Foster conducts workshops for urban and rural youth and their families.

Cabramatta Primary School on
their Arbor Day project and seeing
the real impact of working in

that garden with children. | then
decided to return to university

to complete studies which | had
previously commenced. During the
summer university breaks | enjoyed
returning to work in the Royal
Botanic Garden.

My new role as YCG coordinator
has enabled me to combine my
two passions: education and

with added compost and well
rotted manure. If weather is dry,
at least dead-head plants such as
asters and phlox.

¢ Lavender bushes can be pruned
lightly this month.

* Prune old perennials such as
dahlias.

* This is the main month for spring
flowering bulb planting.

* Re-pot indoor plants other than
palms now, using good quality
Australian Standard potting mix.

horticulture. The most rewarding
part of my job is reconnecting
young people with nature

and witnessing first-hand how
gardening can provide youth
with positive experiences where
they can gain a sense of personal
fulfilment and pride. It is this
experience with success that can
inspire not only an appreciation of
plants and the environment, but
also a love of learning that

will enrich their lives.

What to do in the garden in April

* Rake up autumn leaves from
trees such as liquidambar, and
either add to compost or store in
garbage bags for addition later.

Source: Excerpt from Australian
Institute of Horticulture
Gardening Calendar.

See what's happening in Moree
at the Uniting Church on http://
www.unitingearthweb.org.au/
explore/moree-uniting-churchs-
feed-my-people-community-
vegetable-garden



Cyclones, Floods & Heat Waves...

Thereis nothing new about climate
change. The few remnant Wollemi
Pines (Wollemia nobilis) in NSW
have outlasted the dinosaurs and
survived natural climate change,
including Ice Ages and the gradual
drying of the Australian continent
over millions of years. The NSW
National Parks and Wildlife Service
maintains and protects these rare
specimens that are a reminder of
how species can survive through
dramatic environmental change.
Now human induced climate
change is with us and seems to be
occurring between 10 and fifty times
as fast as the natural average rate
of temperature change. Everyone,
everywhere will be affected.

The Australian Greenhouse Office
published a report in 2003 edited
by CSIRO scientists, which has
been the most thorough report

on the Australian scientific study
of greenhouse gas emissions and
climate change to date. The Friends
of the Earth group were interested
in the comparative data relating to
Cairns, Sydney and Perth. Because
Australia is a continent with a
diverse range of climatic zones,
the impact on these three regions
is going to be quite different from
each other. Climate change is not
going to be the same experience
for everyone, but the changes are
going to vary from place to place.

Imagine how you would have to
change if your garden was slowly
relocated to a different climate?

Perth’s winter rainfall has already
declined by between 10 and 20
percent, but instead of slowly
declining, a distinct alternative
rainfall regime suddenly appeared
in the mid 1970s. Of all our

capital cities, Perth’s gardeners

are predicted to experience the
greatest number of hotter summer
days by the 2030. Hotter days

Wollemi Pines were discovered in 1994
in the Wollemi National Park.

and more intense sunshine would
mean that the old Mediterranean
practice of whitewashing the bark of
pruned citrus trees would be worth
adopting, as would be the increased
use of shade cloth to prevent fruit
from boiling in their skins.

Cairns has a tropical climate

with wet or very wet summers.
According to the report, floods are
the most costly natural disaster.
Cairns gardeners are well aware

of floods and cyclones, but their
frequency and intensity is predicted
to worsen, along with the flooding
of twice as much of the coastal
area. Here the challenge will be

to redesign gardens that are even
better equipped to cope with
greater stormwater flows and more
frequent inundations.

Sydney’s summers and winters will
get warmer, and existing productive
cool climate fruit trees like apples,
pears and plums may not get

sufficient winter cold to set as many
flowers or produce enough good
fruit. Swapping to varieties with a
lower chilling requirement may be
necessary, and with the predicted
increase in severe storm events,
installing fruit protection will be
more important. Perhaps tougher,
more adaptable fruits like figs,
persimmons and pomegranates will
emerge as home garden favourites?

There are great challenges ahead.
Farmers, professional horticulturists
and gardeners will have to reinvent
the way in which they garden

to suit the new and continually
surprising climate. Australia is

well placed to begin responding
to climate change. There are
experienced scientists to guide us,
and most importantly there is still
time to adapt.

Adapted excerpt by Jerry Coleby-
Williams, written on 17/09/2004




Digging the Dirt on

Community Gardeners

Your Name:
Marion Cartwright

Community Garden:
Florence Ave, Eastlakes

How long have you been
involved with the Community
garden?

| started on my own in 2005

and would get throwaways

from Arcadia Nursery to put in
the garden. Steve (Paul) from
Community Greening came to a
tenant meeting in 2006 and even
though the planned garden didn't
go ahead, he started bringing me
plants to put out the front. | have
been going ever since.

Who or what inspired you to
become a gardener?

I've always loved gardening. |

had a beautiful rose garden 100
km out of Alice Springs. They
said | couldn’t grow them in the
red dirt but | did. Mum was a
flower gardener and Dad was into
veggies. My younger sister and |
both took it on from an early age.

What is the best thing about
working in a community
garden?

Apart from the self satisfaction
it is the gratitude of the people
who live here. They might not
be able to help but they are so

Did you know the Royal Botanic Garden and Community Greening

° Marion Cartwright in her the Eastlakes Community Garden.

thankful. We put some seats

near the garden and people

love sitting there and watching. |
receive more Christmas cards and
chocolates from people because
of the garden. Michael helps me
even though he is in his 70s. He
loves to help dig the holes to put
the new plants when they come.

How regularly do you visit the
community garden?

If | can I'm out in the garden
everyday, depending on the
weather and how | feel.

are on Facebook? Go to The Royal Botanic Garden Sydney
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What is your favourite plant to
grow and why?

| love roses. The next one would
be carnations. | have put my roses
in all sorts of locations in the
garden but they don't seem to do
well here. Still | keep trying.

What are your most memorable
achievements in the community
garden?

Seeing the plants that we are
given come back to life.
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