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Photo: Woggan-ma-qule Morning
Ceremony, Australia Day, Royal
Botanic Gardens.

and Stolen Generation members

who shared their stories with local
school children, Trust staff and other
participants. Aboriginal sculptor Badger
Bates has created a central sculptural
piece in sandstone.

This year volunteer guides and Trust
education staff led 7,880 visitors in
1,050 tours which interpreted the
cultural heritage and the natural
environment of our three estates. Free
tours were offered daily and could be
booked by special interest groups. Royal
Botanic Gardens’ volunteer guides
researched and delivered monthly
themed walks and talks (for example
Palms, Plants of the Bible and Plants in
Shakespeare’s Works) and provided daily
information for over 17,000 visitors and
on-site interpretation about key features
such as the bats and birds and the
Amorphophallus titanum when it was

in flower.

To inform visitors of seasonal highlights,
volunteer guides now produce a
monthly ‘Must See’ at the Gardens. This
is distributed through the information
booths and on the Trust's website.

The heritage architect commissioned
for the restoration of the heritage
glasshouses commenced work on the
interpretation plan for these restored
buildings. The plan is a requirement
of the Heritage Office approval for the
works and will detail the history of the
glasshouses and some of the more
interesting building techniques used in
their construction.

Mount Tomah Connections with the
local Aboriginal community and their
history continued to be celebrated.
Interpretive signs were developed to
explain the links of the Darug People
to this region. A booklet produced for
the project has been sold in the Garden
Shop and supplied to other visitor
centres in the region and nationally.
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The Garden’s Waratah Festival included
an art competition for local school
children, linking the waratah, the NSW
State floral emblem and its conservation
in the wild with the local Aboriginal
stories of how the waratah came to be.

Mount Annan See Stolen Generatons
Milestone page 35.

asset maintenance system
implemented

Royal Botanic Gardens The Farm Cove
seawall was damaged in three locations
in October by a commercial pleasure
vessel. Repairs, which took several
months to complete, were successful.

A new path was constructed in the
Domain, linking the existing path system
near Victoria Lodge to Fleet Steps.
Various repairs and maintenance to
paths and roads were done throughout
the Sydney estates, with over one
kilometre of paths profiled and asphalt
re-sheeted.

Following completion of the Friends of
The Gardens and Treasury-funded repair
works, stormwater diversion to the Twin
Ponds allowed the ponds to be filled
with water for the first time in several
years.

Disability access was improved at
Mrs Macquaries Point through

the construction of paths and the
reallocation of two parking spaces,
and in Hospital Road through the
construction of a kerb ramp.

Stage one of major repairs to handrails
and stairwells in the Tropical Centre
was completed. The next stage will be
completed early next year.

The Domain pathways lighting project
resulted in most light poles and fittings
being upgraded to comply with
Australian standards.

There was a major upgrade of kitchen
facilities in the Gardens Restaurant to
comply with the relevant codes and

work practices. Works were jointly
funded by the Trust and the lessee.

Mount Tomah Asset maintenance
included the painting of the heritage
Sunrise Cottage and major repairs to the
Mill Creek and dam pumping systems,
severely damaged during an electrical
storm in February. Repairs are expected
to be completed by November 2007 and
will make the system fully operational.
Presently, the system is controlled
manually with a consequent increased
staff cost.

conservation and management
Plans implemented

Royal Botanic Gardens The Central
Depot conservation management

plan allowed for the completion of
architectural design and documentation
stages prior to tender.

The NSW Heritage Office and DECC
Cultural Heritage Division staff
conducted a heritage workshop for
Sydney Gardens’ staff where policy,
planning and approval procedures were
discussed.

The Trust continued to work with
Clean-Up Australia on an alternative
non-potable water supply. Although
a funding bid for a recycled sewerage
project was unsuccessful, the Trust
continues to investigate alternative
non-potable water sources including
stormwater harvesting.

The Trust's water savings action plan
was submitted in August and is awaiting
formal approval. The plan has identified
opportunities for further reductions in
potable water consumption through a
water efficiency improvement program.

Sustainable horticulture continues to be
a focus at all Trust estates. Appropriate
plant selection, organic fertilisers and
the use of low toxicity chemicals are
complemented by integrated pest
management. Companion plantings
also assist in pest and disease control.

trust environment statement

Everything we do at the Botanic Gardens Trust has an impact on the environment.
We want to leave as small an environmental footprint as we can, and to influence

others to do the same.

in the last five years we have:

¢ Halved potable water consumption in
the Domain and Royal Botanic Gardens.

e Used 100% dam and rainwater at
Mount Tomah Botanic Garden.

e Used 90 to 100% of mulch and other
organic matter from recycled green
waste at the three Botanic Gardens.

e Recycled every year over 25 tonnes of
general waste (e.g. bottles, cans, paper
and cardboard).

¢ Reduced electricity use by almost 40%
and gas consumption by over 80% in
the Herbarium building.

e Significantly reduced our use of toxic
chemicals for pest control, and continue
to trial and use non-toxic alternatives
such as biological controls.

¢ Selected plant species that are less
susceptible to pests and diseases and do
not require high pesticide treatments.

¢ Sourced garden materials from
sustainable sources — and not used peat
moss and arsenic-chrome treated timber.

¢ Implemented a national botanic
gardens weed policy, including the
assessment of all new plant collections
and potential weed species.

Efficient use of water focuses on water
tanks for irrigation, use of wetting
agents, introduction of sub-surface drip
irrigation for specific plant collections
and the use of capillary matting within
shadehouses and glasshouses to irrigate
pots. Sphagnum, water crystals and
coco peat is used in all potting mixes.
Misting systems within glasshouses

¢ Used environmentally sustainable
design principles for all new buildings,
depots and nurseries.

leading up to our Bicentenary in
2016, we will:

e Use 100% non-potable water for
irrigating the Domain and Royal Botanic
Gardens.

e Develop garden themes that promote
sustainable gardening practices,
selecting plant species which require
low maintenance and using recycled
landscape materials.

e Remove and control problem weeds
from Mount Annan Botanic Garden.

e Review Trust retail products

and packaging to minimise our
environmental footprint and to promote
environmental responsibility.

¢ Reinstate turf demonstration plots
which will display and trial new turf
grass varieties that have less dependence
on water, chemicals and fertilisers.
Completed 2007.

e Install rainwater tanks in the Sydney
estates and Mount Annan Botanic
Garden and increase water recycling in
all estates.

¢ Set new challenging targets for all
energy use.

increase humidity and reduce the
need to ‘wet down’ glasshouses. The
introduction of internal retractable
shadecloth has reduced evaporation in
glasshouses.

Mount Tomah Water use for
horticulture has continued to be a major
focus. Only 31 megalitres of collected
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Photos: Water-wise gardens (above), and
recycled tyres (right) — ‘What's the Big
Idea’ sustainable garden, Mount Annan
Botanic Garden.

stormwater run-off was used to irrigate
the collections of the 28-hectare
Garden, a similar amount to last year.
Inspite of continuing drought and the
Blue Mountains bushfire in November,
the Trust continued to produce quality
displays with minimal loss of plants.

Integrated pest management strategies
resulted in continued low use of
chemicals for pest control. There was

a 31 per cent reduction in use of
‘schedule five' pesticides. No ‘schedule
seven' insecticides were used to control
pest problems. The volume of chemical
application was maintained at the low
2003-04 year level. Beneficial insects
used to control problem insect pests
included parasitic wasps to control
aphids on roses, and nematodes to
control African Black Beetle in turf.

Mount Annan The goals of eco-burns
conducted in early October included
fire management, ecological studies,
regeneration promotion and African
Olive removal.

Three hectares of primary African Olive
control were completed, significantly
enhancing work by community bush
regeneration volunteers. Methodology
ranged from drill and injection of
glyphosate to mechanical clearing.

A draft Memorandum of Understanding
between the Trust and Landcom

focuses on a strategic alliance aimed

at protecting and improving habitat
corridor links from the Garden to the
Nepean River. Further meetings with
other neighbours, local councils and the
Department of Environment and Climate
Change have further explored these
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habitat corridor extensions in the light
of industrial re-zoning applications and
local environment plan preparations.
The corridors will assist with fauna
management, fire management and
achieving Garden masterplan goals.

Discussions took place with neighbours
and Integral Energy about other
potential access linkages and proposed
upgraded power line links to a new
transgrid substation, south of the
Garden, to be built by late 2009.

Growing contracts for commercial

plant production were signed with six
nurseries to grow two commercial plant
lines provided by Mount Annan Botanic
Garden. Trials for international release
of the Flannel Flower continued in the
United States.

Botanical landscapes within our
estates restored and renewed

Royal Botanic Gardens The Palace
Rose Garden was developed, with a
focus on sustainable gardening practices
and venue functionality. Improvements
included paved surfaces and paths,
pergolas and venue function buildings.
Two new significant features are
watertanks and up-lighting for the
Chess Pavilion, and the Ficus altissima.
The Garden was opened in November.

The Camellia Garden adjacent to
Rathborne Lodge, developed through
benefactor support, was opened in
September.

The Begonia Garden was developed
in collaboration with the Friends. This
garden now hosts one of the most
diverse collections of begonias in the
southern hemisphere.

The horticultural redevelopment of the
Eastern Terrace at Government House

has consolidated the existing garden
design to a more formal design whilst
maintaining a subtropical influence.

The Spring Walk provided a spectacular
flowering display of ornamental
cherries, tulips, wisterias and many
other annual and perennial species in its
150th anniversary year.

The first stage of Main Pond landscape
renewal was completed with damaged
plant material removed, soil and mulch
added and new plantings incorporated.

Reinstatement of the turf plots on the
northern side of the Palace Garden
was completed. The plots were rebuilt,
displaying suitable lawn species for
Sydney home gardens and providing
cultural information regarding items
such as drought tolerance, sun and
fertiliser requirements.

Mount Tomah Development of the

Australian woodlands display continued.

A number of new species were added
and a drought resistant lawn of
Australian grass species (Microlaena
stipoides) was laid. Mallee eucalypts
which exhibit the mallee growth form
and grass trees Xanthorrhoea johnsonii
also feature. The area also provides an
outdoor performance and education
venue for Aboriginal education lessons.

The new garden display at the entrance
to the Garden produced a vibrant

floral experience for visitors. New
species include the giant lobelia from
Mount Kenya (Lobelia aberdarica) and
the interesting creeping shrub Hebe
decumbens. Further development will
enhance an already inspiring experience
for visitors.

Mount Annan The Big Idea Garden
(refurbished Bottlebrush Garden)
launched in November has much

broader appeal and value to visitors. Its
redevelopment continues.

Path works were completed in the
Connections Garden Stage 2. Focal
themes of this development stage are
‘Plants and Time" and ‘Plants and Habitat'.

The retaining dry-stone-walls, built
over several years and located opposite
the Banksia Garden, were completed.
Grevillea species have been propagated
over the past 18 months in preparation
for a complete plant-out after the
summer of 2007.

2016 Botanic Bicentenary
Project milestones

towards 2016 we will:

Promote and extend the Sustainable
Horticulture program as part of
'Healthy Gardens, Healthy People’
by 2007

The Trust’s Environmental Statement (see
page 33) was launched in 2006 as part
of 'Healthy Gardens, Healthy People’.
Working groups were established to
progress the Trust's Environmental
Sustainability program. Minimising
resource consumption is a prerequisite
of all new asset acquisitions and
maintenance of existing infrastructure.

Rainwater tanks were installed at the Palm
House, Palace Rose Garden and Palm
Grove toilets in the Royal Botanic Gardens.
More tanks planned for next year will be
linked to new drip irrigation systems.

Recover the Palm Grove through
responsible management of the flying
fox camp by 2007

A wildlife management officer was
appointed to develop a flying fox
management plan as a matter of
urgency. Planning continues on ways

to relieve the pressure of flying foxes

on the heritage landscape while an
assessment is made of the consequences
of disturbing the camp and approvals
are sought. Some Madagascan Palm
stock has been sourced for replacement
plantings and an improved irrigation
system is at design stage.

Complete the Stolen Generations
Memorial at Mount Annan Botanic
Garden by 2007

This project commenced in 2003.
From September 2006 Gandangara
Local Aboriginal Land Council trainees
continued to work on the second
stage of the boardwalk, supported

by Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment
Management Authority funding.
Extended periods of wet weather
precluded its completion in June 2007.
Badger Bates, the sculptor, returned at
the end of March 2007 to complete the
pond and the sculpture centerpiece.
The project is 95 per cent complete
and will be opened by the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs in October 2007.

Build a World Heritage Centre at
Mount Tomah Botanic Garden,
linked to existing collections and
conservation area by 2008

Planning for the construction of the
World Heritage Centre continued.
Concept designs were completed and
a design consortium was chosen to
develop the themes to be interpreted.
A Memorandum of Understanding
between the Trust and the Parks and
Wildlife Service sets out the agreement
for the operation and development of
the new centre.

Create an oral history for the
organisation by 2008

The oral history project commenced,
with 24 interviews capturing the
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memories of people involved with the
Gardens in many different ways over
the years. The project will provide
material for the 2016 Bicentenary
history in both book and DVD formats,
as well as recording a permanent
archive of the Royal Botanic Gardens’
unwritten history.

Rebuild the Woolloomooloo seawall
by 2009

Department of Commerce completed

a structural engineer’s report on the
seawall. This report will support the case
for major capital funding.

Redevelop the Sydney Central Depot
and Nursery by 2010

Four 19th century glasshouses were
restored. The heritage architect
commissioned for the restoration of the
glasshouses has commenced work on
the interpretation plan for these restored
buildings. The plan will detail the history
of the glasshouses and some of the
more interesting building techniques
used in their construction. Underground
services were installed to service the
new plant pathology building and
storage buildings. The refurbishment

of heritage buildings commenced with
the removal of intrusive non-heritage
elements such as awnings, utility supply
conduits and internal building fixtures.
Demolition of dilapidated offices and
storage buildings was completed.

Revitalise the theme gardens and
landscapes of the Royal Botanic
Gardens and Domain by 2010

Replanting and improvement of garden
beds at various locations in the Gardens
and Domain has commenced.

As reported elsewhere, the Palace Rose
Garden, Camellia Garden and additional
Begonia Garden have been completed.
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sustainaBly managing our Botanic
gardens and Parklands for Visitors

Our estates provide places of tranquility and inspiration for all visitors. They are valued for their botanical displays and
open space and as venues for public recreation and private events. Our role is to enhance the experiences of all
visitors by providing the best possible services.

Photo: Grevillea banksii x bipinnatifida,
an Australian native, Mount Annan
Botanic Garden.

The Trust values its visitors and all those
who contribute to delivering its mission.
We will strive to make new connections
with the community, to be aware of and
responsive to its needs, and to ensure
that our facilities and programs are
accessible to all.

Program highlights

Royal Botanic Gardens Record
number of bookings for use of
Sydney sites while maintaining
similar number of major event days.

The Palace Rose Garden provides
industry leadership — growing roses
in an environmentally sustainable
manner.

Successful exhibitions staged in the
Red Box Gallery in the National
Herbarium of New South Wales.

Mount Annan Botanic Garden
Carols in the Garden, sponsored by
Landcom, attracted a record crowd
of 5,500.

The Bowden Centre opened, and
is proving to be a popular venue
for seminars, workshops and
conferences for corporate and
government agencies.

Mount Tomah Botanic Garden
An imaginative events program
at Mount Tomah Botanic Garden
attracted around 14,000 people.

events, exhibitions and event venues
managed in a sustainable and
profitable way

Royal Botanic Gardens A number of
successful exhibitions were staged in

the Red Box Gallery in the herbarium.
The most notable were Botanomancy

— the secret garden and the annual
Margaret Flockton Award. Botanomancy
was an exhibition by the 2006 Artist

in Residence, Ms Gaye Chapman,

which attracted over 2,400 visitors

and was artistically and commercially
very successful. The Margaret Flockton
Award for botanical illustration drew 28
entries from both Australia and overseas
and continues to grow in recognition.

Over 1,100 events, from weddings

to large public events, were held on
Sydney estates. This is the highest
number ever achieved, but not at the
expense of increasing the number of
major event days on peak locations such
as the Phillip Precinct (‘the Domain’).
Revenue from events was substantially
higher than last year.

Revenue collected for damages was
less than last year, indicating the use
and supervision of sites is managed
more sustainably, including increasing
integration and cooperation of event
and horticultural work.

The Trust contributed to the Department
of Environment and Climate Change’s
publication Waste Wise Events Guide.
New Years Eve impacts on Trust lands
were ameliorated with 10 tonnes less
waste produced compared to last year.

The Palace Rose Garden, constructed in
2006, is an industry leader in growing
roses in an environmentally sustainable
manner. Traditionally roses have required
high quantities of pesticides to prevent
and control both insect damage and
fungal diseases. Roses are also gross
feeders, requiring high levels of fertiliser
application.

The Garden has been developed to
ensure that roses perform well in
Sydney’s humid climate, and display
healthy growth with good pest and
disease resistance. Since the Garden
was developed, no chemicals have
been applied to the rose collection.
Common cultivation problems such as
fungal infections have been prevented
through applications of bicarbonate of
soda and organic oils, and aphids have
been controlled through the release of
predatory wasps.
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Mount Annan The Garden was
promoted at a range of external venues
including the Seniors Expo at Darling
Harbour in August and the Camden
Bridal Expo in September. Strategic
focus was on the Macarthur region,

in joint displays with other tourist
operators and the Garden Restaurant.

The hire of the Woodland Picnic area
was trialled for most of the year. It is
perceived by the public as an advantage
to have a separate, large location
available for family and group events
such as sporting club presentations.

An automatic weather station was
installed on-site as a joint venture

with Campbelltown City Council with
support from the Bureau of Meteorology.
Campbelltown City Council agreed to
pay for half the hardware and installation
costs as well as full maintenance costs for
the next 10 years.

The Landcom sponsored Carols in

the Garden attracted a crowd of
approximately 5,500. Landcom has since
extended its sponsorship agreement for
Carols and Mothers Day, for an increased
total, over the next three years.

The inaugural Autumn Harvest Plant
Sale was very successful. Stall holders at
the Food and Wine Fair held on 1 April
at Lakeside sold out of food by 2 pm
and have expressed strong interest in
returning in 2008. The Campbelltown
City Council Challenge Walk held in
March was its most successful event to
date.

The Trust provided extensive preparatory
assistance, advice, land and materials

to support its partnership with a local
community group in developing the
Macarthur Centre for Sustainable

Living (MCSL) located within Mount
Annan Botanic Garden. The Centre, the
construction of which was funded by
the Federal government, has also been
strongly supported by local councils.

The Trust is a full partner in the Centre
which was launched in February.

Mount Tomah The Autumn Harvest
Food and Wine Fair drew over 2,000
visitors, a small increase from last year.
Eucalypti 103, celebrating the world
heritage values of the region through an
art exhibition, attracted around 10,000
visitors over the summer. The Waratah
Festival focussed on art of local schools
and an exhibition of waratah blooms,
attracting significant visitor numbers
from the local region — a pleasing
response as increased petrol prices led
to a reduced number of visitors from the
central Sydney region.

The general events program featured
a themed element of the Garden each
month, linked to Trust conservation
messages. For example, the Camellia
and Tea Festival linked Japanese
culture and tea ceremony to loss of
plant species in the wild. This program
continues to be an effective way of
gaining significant media exposure,
enticing people to come and see the
Garden’s new features, creating an
appreciation for the part plants play in
human existence and broadening the
community’s understanding of plant
biodiversity.

Quality visitor facilities, services and
programs provided

The Trust took part in a nationwide
benchmarking visitor service quality
survey using an evaluation tool developd
by the Centre for Tourism and Leisure
Management at the University of South
Australia. The survey gained additional
information from visitors to the Royal
Botanic Gardens — their perceptions
of service quality, standard of signage
and amenities, sensory aesthetics and
opportunity for visitor participation.

Five other capital city gardens (Brisbane,
Adelaide, Canberra, Hobart and Perth)
also collected data in the same month
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Photo: Autumnal colour, Mount Tomah
Botanic Garden.

using the same protocols and evaluation
instrument (Melbourne had just recently
completed a similar survey).

As expected, adult visitors to the Royal
Botanic Gardens in Sydney see its role
as a place for relaxation, education, and
recreation. Visitors attend for reasons
such as viewing plants, relaxing and
exercising, and to learn about plants.
Nearly three quarters of the visitors
appreciated that education about plant
conservation was a role of the Trust.

The Gardens attract visitors relatively
evenly from NSW (42%) and the
western world (46%), and less
predominantly from other Australian
States or Asia. Our number of overseas
visitors (51%) is more than double the
number at the other botanic gardens
whose visitors are mainly from their
home State.

Regular visitor surveys and entry booth
data at Mount Tomah and Mount
Annan Botanic Gardens, and automated
visitor number recordings for the Royal
Botanic Gardens, are providing the
necessary data to better plan Trust
marketing and visitor programs.

Royal Botanic Gardens Major
renovation works were completed on
the Palm House, including timber and
glazing repairs, internal and external
painting, new guttering and shade
screens. These improvements will allow
for better art exhibitions and greater
visitor satisfaction.

The amalgamation of Cottages 5 and
6 was completed to allow integration
of these two buildings for use by the
Friends of The Gardens.

The Pioneer Garden and Palace Gates
water fountains were re-commissioned
using recycled water, and two new
water tanks were installed in the Palace
Rose Garden.

As part of ongoing work to address
the needs of people with disabilities,
the Palm Grove Centre toilets were
refurbished to allow for improved
access.

Mount Annan Approval by Transgrid
for the development of a new
substation to support the expected
population explosion over the next two
decades in Sydney’s south-west was
confirmed. Discussions with Integral
Energy have focussed on the need

to upgrade powerlines that currently
dissect the Garden.

The Bowden Centre, possible through
a bequest from Michael Anthony
Bowden (who had a great interest in
the preservation, propagation and
dissemination of Australian flora)

and NSW Treasury, was launched by
the Hon. Phil Koperberg in May. The
Centre is becoming a popular venue for
seminars, workshops and conferences
for corporate and government
agencies.

Workshops were held to explore the
feasibility and interest in a Centre for
Plant Conservation Research and a
Regional Visitor Information Centre
at Mount Annan. The latter would
incorporate a new entrance from
Narellan Road to capture the increasing
numbers of vehicles and involve local
councils who expressed support for
the concept of a joint venture. These
workshop reports will support future
preparatory funding applications to
Treasury.

new and improved experiences for
visitors created

Royal Botanic Gardens Two new
public events were hosted: ‘Legs Eleven’,
a Friday night concert from which some
proceeds were donated to breast cancer
organisations, and ‘Cup in the Park’, an

event focusing on corporate groups for
the Melbourne Cup. The Tarpeian Way
also hosted a rally to highlight the issue
of global warming.

Mount Tomah The information

gained from visitors, combined with
networking with the local tourism
industry, has helped the Garden develop
a range of new products and respond
to changing needs and expectations.
Among these initiatives is an audio tour
to be translated into several languages,
a range of specialised tour packages,

a focus on improving toilet facilities

to cater for wedding receptions, and
the continuing development of plant-
inspired events.

Mount Annan New visitor experiences
included displays and tours for
Weedbuster Week, Frog and Bird Weeks
and a visit by the Taronga Zoomobile.
Gastronomical nights (star gazing

and dinner) proved very popular in
November. ‘Lovers by Lakeside’, a new
initiative for Valentine’s Day, allowed
couples to experience balmy weather,

a wonderful sunset and the Garden at
twilight.

Discussions with neighbours, Council
and Landcom explored the possibility of
access linkages for walkers and cyclists
to and through the Garden.

2016 Botanic Bicentenary
Project milestones

towards 2016 we will:

Define garden landscapes and
provide new ways to access, explain
and promote the botanical and
horticultural elements of the Royal
Botanic Gardens by 2008

A project team has been established
to scope the re-development of the
Australian Rockery, including plant

selection, hard landscape elements,

accessibility and interpretation. Concept
drawings will be used to guide the final
design and a funding proposal has been
developed by the Royal Botanic Gardens
Foundation.

Fund and build a Children’s Garden in
the Royal Botanic Gardens by 2009

The Royal Botanic Gardens Foundation
provided $40,000 to commence
planning of this new garden. A

value management study will be
commissioned to determine the final
location and concept outline of the
project.

Fund and build an activity area for
young people at Mount Annan
Botanic Garden by 2010

A bequest by Josephine Swane will
fund the initial concept and design
development of this adventure
playground/garden.

Planned Bicentenary milestone
Projects

¢ Revitalise the Domain Carpark and
review all parking arrangements to
improve access to Sydney estates and
contribute to city-wide transport plans
by 2009

e Establish appropriate jogging and
cycling routes through the Sydney estate
by 2009

¢ Enhance Mount Tomah Botanic
Garden as a garden for children by 2010

¢ Raise the profile and improve facilities
offered by the Sydney Tropical Centre by
2010

¢ Play a lead role in the development
and implementation of the Healthy
Parks, Healthy People program within
DECC by 2010
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community suPPort

he Trust values the support and commitment it receives from the community and actively encourages involvement in

its Friends' organisation, fundraising initiatives, educational programs and scientific, horticultural and conservation
work. How better to raise awareness and appreciation of plants and natural environments than by directly involving the
community in mutually beneficial activities.

Photo: Insect visiting orchid (Cryptostylis
subulata), Tropical Centre, Royal Botanic
Gardens.

Volunteerism provides skill development
for both staff and volunteers while
work experience provides on-the-

job experience for students who

may require enhanced access to

the workforce. Approximately 600
volunteers contributed over 38,000
hours to Trust program areas and

The Friends of The Gardens this year.
Their efforts were acknowledged at an
afternoon tea for volunteers at the Art
Gallery of NSW on National Volunteer
Day. Approximately 185 volunteers
attended and two volunteers Dorothy
Holland (Volunteer Guide) and Margaret
Bell (Volunteer Guide and Herbarium)
were recognised for 25 years service.

The Trust also acknowledges the
importance of harmonious relationships
between staff and volunteers

and commits to reciprocal rights,
responsibilities and recognition.
Volunteers are provided with sound
management and training, clear

roles and adequate facilities, as are

the staff that supervise them. A
volunteer programs committee made
up of representatives from senior
management, the Public Service
Association of NSW and staff from
specific work program areas, meets
quarterly to review existing programs,
consider strategic directions for new
volunteering initiatives and to streamline
requests and applications. Special
attention is now being given to the
health and safety of our volunteers.

This year saw the first botanical intern
program, funded by the Friends of The
Gardens. Nine interns were involved

in a range of lectures, fieldwork, job
application training and a range of work
activities in the herbarium.

friends of the gardens

The Friends’ support of the Trust
continued. Members’ magazine The
Gardens provided information about
Friends’ events and articles of interest,
as well as details of tours and benefits
available to members.

This year the Friends raised over
$670,000. After expenses, the net

surplus was $277,257. In addition, the
Friends’ Trust Fund accepted donations
of over $130,000.

The Friends (including the Friends’ Trust
Fund) made the following donations to
the Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain
Trust:

Annual Horticulture

Scholarship 2006 ............ $5,315
Annual Staff

Scholarship 2006 ........... $10,300
Margaret Flockton

Award 2007 .................. $7,000
Contribution to Fixed Costs ... $45,000
Donation to Nurseries........... $2,000
Garden Wedding Knot,

Mount Annan ............... $40,000
Lion Gate Lodge upgrade ..... $24,763
Library — Image

collection projects ........... $5,000
Sydney Tree Survey

& Assessment ............... $35,000
Disability Access in

Sydney ... $10,000
Refurbishment Growing

Friends Cottage .............. $9,872
Seedbank ... $20,000
Heritage Trees................... $30,000
African Olive control,

Mount Annan ............... $20,000
Wayfinding signage

& maps Sydney ............. $15,000
Site Identification

banners Sydney .............. $8,000
Student Internships,

Science ...................... $14,000
Repair to Twin Ponds

Sydney ... $75,000
Begonia Bed

installations .................. $2,000
Signage at Mount Tomah
Conservation Area .............. $1,000
Mount Tomah Conservation

Areaspurtrack .............. $20,000
Stolen Generation

Memorial Mount Annan ... $1,000
Low water use turf installation

Mount Tomah ............... $20,000
Cottage 5 refurbishment ...... $29,200
Sundryitems ... $1,679
Total ........................... $411,129
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Photo: Tropfest, the short-film festival,
attracts huge crowds to the Domain.

Funds committed to projects and which
are still in progress total $195,746

At 30 June 2007 the Friends committed
to fund the following:

Horticultural, Staff,

Science Scholarships......... $30,000
Margaret Flockton

Award ... $7,500
Contribution to Direct

Costs 2007 .................. $45,000
Student Internships ............ $14,000
African Olive Control,

Mount Annan ............... $25,000
Tree Management Plan,

Mount Tomah ................ $25,000

Signage for Domain & Gardens.. $80,000
Library — Compactus

Replacement ................. $80,000
Trees in the Gardens,

Website ...................... $70,000
Trust Staff Attendance
BGANZ Conference ............. $5,000
Total ......................... $301,500

Donations of books and magazines
were made to Community Greening,
following the second-hand book

sale. Donations of plants propagated
by Growing Friends were made to
Community Greening, Education,
Mount Annan Botanic Garden, Mount
Tomah Botanic Garden, Royal Botanic
Gardens and to the Gardens Shops to
retail.

The Friends depends almost entirely on
contributions from its more than 250
active volunteers. Volunteers not only
give their time, but also bring many
talents and skills to the organization and
enable the Friends to undertake a wide
variety of activities. Many volunteers
serve on committees or subcommittees
which oversee the many interests of

the Friends and many more coordinate

BELINDA ROLLAND

and work at various events. Volunteers
plan and present activities at the

three Gardens and others continue

to assist Trust staff to hand-water the
valuable plant collections during water
restrictions.

Major exhibitions held by the Friends
are organised and run by Friends’
volunteers, as is the annual second-
hand book sale. Volunteers represent
the Friends of The Gardens at outside
events and support Trust events.
They also promote membership of
the Friends and give presentations

to other organisations. A volunteer
subcommittee plans local and overseas
tours and office staff are assisted by
volunteers on a regular basis.

The Growing Friends groups at all
three Gardens continued their work
propagating and selling plants. Sales
were held at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Mount Annan Botanic Garden and
this year at Bilpin Collectors Plant Fair.
This group has provided increased
revenue to the Friends this year and
continues to grow and develop. There
were additional sales days at the Royal
Botanic Gardens and improved stock
control and electronic record keeping.

The Speakers Bureau had many requests
to make presentations to a wide variety
of groups, taking information about the
Botanic Gardens Trust and its botanic
estates and the Friends to Probus clubs,
garden clubs, Rotary groups and many
other community organisations.

Information booth volunteers welcomed
visitors at the Woolloomooloo Gates
of the Royal Botanic Gardens six days

a week. Catering volunteers provided
refreshments for Friends’ activities in
Sydney, Mount Annan and Mount
Tomah Gardens, and catered for many
other groups, including the Board

of Trustees and the Department of
Environment and Climate Change for a
variety of functions. The Mount Tomah
and Mount Annan subcommittees
provided catering for events at the

Gardens and offsite, including breakfasts
and morning teas. Forty functions were
catered for during the year.

Overall, volunteers gave over 22,000
hours of their time in a variety of
activities, including the Friends
information booth, catering, Growing
Friends, exhibitions, New Years Eve
event, watering, book sale, membership
promotion, art masterclasses, walks and
talks, local and overseas tours, speakers
bureau and administration.

Contributions by Trust volunteers

— such as mounting of preserved
specimens in the National Herbarium of
New South Wales, guided walks, bush
regeneration and Begonia Garden care
— are documented in the main body of
the annual report.

We thank all the following volunteers
for their help and support in 2006-07.

Friends Judith Anderson, Graeme
Andrews, Roslyn Andrews, Judith Antill,
Anne Arnott, Rae Assender, Peter
Ayres, Wendy Atmore, Tor Bannon,

Jan Beardmore, Russell Beardmore,

Rolf Beck, Victor Betteridge, Prunella
Booth, Noel Boreham, Julie Boreham,
Heather Branch, Mary Bray, Sunday
Brent, Anni Bretnall, Helen Brockhoff,
Wendy Brodhurst, Kevin Brown, Chris
Browne, Rodney Browne, Rebecca
Browning, Margaret Buckland, James
Buckland, Jean-Louis Buhagiar, Lynne
Cairncross, Libby Cameron, Marianne
Cannon, Lois Catchlove, Barry
Catchlove, Margaret Chambers, Margot
Child, Gordon Chivers, Diana Coates,
Lucinda Coates, Leora Cohen, Susan
Cohen, Gillian Cook, Eleanor Cornish,
Wendy Cottee, Barry Cresswell, Brian
Darlington, Therese Darmo, Heather
Davidson, Catherine Davies, Michael
Davies, Bev Davis, Carolyn Davis, Rachel
Davis, Elizabeth Davis OAM, Susanne
de Ferranti, Raoul De Ferranti, Liz Dent,

Des Dent, Flora Deverall, Reg Dibley,
Margaret Duffield, M. Pat Duncan,
Christine Dunstan, Robbie Durst, Chris
Elliott, Bruce Fergus, Beryl Ferguson,
Annie Fergusson, Jan Fish, Suzanne
Fitzhardinge, Margaret Fitzpatrick,
Deirdre Fleeting, Maureen Foord,
Barbara Forward, Lesley Foster, Ruth
Foster, Ruth Fowler, Cheryl Gammel,
Elizabeth Garbacz, Diana Garder,
Wayne Gardner, Julia Gardoll, Susan
Gazal, Eileen Gemmell-Smith, Heather
Goodwin, Janet Gormly, Carolyn
Green, Carol Griesser, Dallas Griffin,
Leanne Grimstone, Anne Grose, Robin
Guthrie, Alex Halliday, Jo Hambrett,
John Hancock, Margaret Hanks,

Philip Hannaford, Sandra Hannaford,
Lynne Harlow, Peter Harrigan, Joanna
Harrop, Anne Hawker, Alistair Hay,
Eleanor Herriott, Helen Hemphill, Kim
Hines, John Hinson, Isobel Holthouse,
Judy Hornsby, Libby Horrobin, Joan
Humphreys, Suzanne Isherwood,

Ally Jackson, Doug Jackson, Tim
Jackson, Jeanie Jagelman, Nicky Joffe,
Jillian Johnson, Winsome Johnstone,
Beverley Kable, Helen Keene, Rosemary
Kenney-Herbert, Susan Khouri, Annie
Kiefer, Gabrielle King, Lynne King,
Diana Kingston, Suzanne Knowles,
Mel Kovacs, Barbara Lane, Sybil Laws,
Robin Leonard, Joy Longfield OAM,
Joan Lovibond, Prudence Lygo, Robyn
Macintosh, Judith Macintyre, Christa
Magee, Margaret Mahony, Carolle
Marquard, Tony Martin, Rae Mashford,
Deryl Mason, Elizabeth McCabe, Ann
McCauley, John McDermott, Jenifer
McDermott, Debbie McDonald,

Stan McDonald, Janette McDonald,
Jocelyn McGirr, Robin Mcintyre, Ann
MclIntyre, Judith McKernan, Sue McLay,
Malcolm McLean, Lee McMahon, Janet
McMahon, Elizabeth McNaughton,
Susan Meares, John Meikle, Jann
Meikle, Beth Michie, John Middleton,
Rosemary Millar, Margaret Mills, Patrick
Mills, Judy Mitchell, Judy Moore,
Manja Morey, Jan Morgan, Elizabeth
Morgan, Carole Nearn, Anne Neild,
Barbara Norton, Gai O'Brien, Freda
O’Malley, John O'Neill, Juvie Ormonde,
Esme Parker, Mary Parkinson, Mark

Paul, Rosemarie Pettit, Elisabeth Pidd,
Sandy Pratten, Jill Prior, Liz Purchas,
Elizabeth Rabbitts, Ann Rasmussen,
Jorgen Rasmussen, Annabel Rattray,
Peta Rattray, Suzanne Richards, Geoffrey
Richards, Gillian Richmond, Alexander
Robertson, Dorothy Robertson, Bruce
Robertson, Beverley Roden, Shelley
roden-Smith, Jane Rodgers, Amanda
Rollason, Karen Roser, Douglas Roser,
Enid Ross, Joyce Roy, Paul Roy, Carmen
Sablatnig, Elva Salter, Ingrid Sands, Joan
Scott, Elizabeth Shaw, Doris Shearman,
Graham Shields, Patricia Shields, Ute
Short, Bettine Silver, Ecila Simpson,
Lesley Simpson, Jenalyn Slade, Judith
Sleijpen, Janine Smith, Colin Snodgrass,
Janet Snodgrass, Prue Socha, Mavis
Sourry, Hugh Springford, Annette
Springford, Margaret Stewart, Diana
Storer, Lindy Stuart, Eleanor Sydney-
Jones, Hugh Taylor, Elfriede Taylor, Ailsa
Thompson, Jennifer Thompson, Graham
Thompson, Frieda Thornhill, Peter
Thornhill, Stefani Thornthwaite, Mary
Threlfall, Judith Tiley, Jane Treloar, John
Tunbridge, lan Turbott, Margaret Turner,
Paul Urquhart, Peter Valder, Anne van
Roekel, Robyn Ward, Tony Waterworth,
Angela Webb, Caroline Webster, Sally
Wheatley, Roslyn Wheeler, Margaret
Wheeler, Jennifer Whittam, Elizabeth
Wilkes, Jill Wilkins, Karen Wilson,
Jennifer Wilson, Neil Wilson, Jean
Winton, Margaret Young

Herbarium Beverley Allen, Kathleen
Allen, Mike Atkinson, Lydia Bell, Margaret
Bell, Pamela Bell, Chris Belshaw, Carol
Bentley, Rosemary Blakeney, Wayne
Brailey, Harry Brian, Ellen Brien, Louise
Broadhead, Kathryn Brown, Dawn Bunce,
David Buncel, Lynette Burns, Mary Cail,
Diane Calder, Margaret Carrigg, Kathryn
Chapman, Margot Child, Anne Collins,
Anthony Curry, Barbara Darmanin, Mien
de Hass, Jane D'Olier, David Drage, Sarah
Dunstan, Helen Flinn, Gladys Foster, Pat
Harris, Jane Helsham, Rachel Hill, Peta
Hinton, Alick Hobbes, Beverley Honey,
Mike Isbell, Trevor Kruger, Fred Langshaw,
Gwenda Levy, Marie Lovett, Anne Lucas,
Ann McCallum, Lorraine McCarthy,
Malcolm McDonald, Ena Middleton,
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Photo: Araucarian Woodland, Mount
Tomah Botanic Garden.

Margaret Morgan, Jenna Nielsen,
Barbara Page, Jill Pain, Sally Paton, John
Pearce, Aileen Phipps, Dorothy Pye, Beth
Radford, Ann Rahaley, Daniel Robinson,
Betty Ruthven, Theresa Sergeant, Evelyn
Shervington, Graham Shields, Lucas
Shuttleworth, Carol Sinclair, Rhiannon
Stephens, Lois Stewart, Julie Taylor, Betty
Thurley, Ruth Toop, Shelagh Trengove,
Valerie Trigg, Sybil Unsworth, Rosemary
Varley, Denise Walker, Ann Wilcher, Jean
Williams, Lisa WWoods

Guides: Royal Botanic Gardens
Adrienne Alexander, Elizabeth
Anderson, Maria Arimon, Phillip
Armstrong, Carole Beales, Janet
Bennett, Rosemary Blakeney, Heather
Branch, Caroline Bray, Joan Bryant,

Joy Cambage, David Chandler, Lesley
Clarke, Julie Collins, Allan Correy,
Margaret (Peta) Coyle, Lynne Cusack,
Eric Darley, Gillian Davies, Elizabeth
Davis OAM, Sharon De Souza, Flora
Deverall, Gillian Dodd, Barbara Dunne,
Noel Elliot, Beryl Ferguson, Jan Gibson,
Rosemary Gleeson, Jan Gluskie, Helen
Gray, Thelma Griffiths, Susanne Giuffre,
Jill Hankinson, Olivia Harris, Anne
Heasman, Helen Hemphill, Jean Hobbs,
Dorothy Holland, Daphne Howie, Glenn
Johnson, Johanna Jones, Marion Lean,
Graeme Lees, Gabrielle Loneragan,
John Mathews, Toni McDowell, Judith
Maynard, Lynda Newnam, Jim Nicol,
Susan North Ash, Bob O'Brien, Erol
Omar, John Page, Jill Paterson, Jenny
Pattison, Dianne Peters, Roger Pittaway,
Marian Plaude, Rowan Poten, Sandy
Pratten, Wendy Pratten, Helen Rann,
Rosemary Roberts, Yvonne Roberts,
Sally Rutherford, Ginny Sadubin, Brian
Sewell, Frank Sharples, Margaret Ann
Smith, Margaret Spinak, Mavis Sourry,
Morris Stocker, Carol Style, Kate
Symons, Mary Threlfall, Hilary Vallance,
Berenice Walker, Fay Warren, Helen
Williams

Guides: Mount Tomah Frank Allat,
Ros Allat, Tina Boyd, Annette Bryant,
Dawne Dunlop, Christine Hennessy,
Isabel Johnston, Luise Joyce, Phillip

JAIME PLAZA

Merriman, Airdre Martin, Leif
Rosengaard, Carol Whyte, Shirlie
Tree, Tony Tree, Margaret Esson, Barry
Bradley, Ailsa Thompson, Kathleen
Oakes, Heather Weir, Jackie Wall

Guides: Mount Annan Peter Andrews,
Denis Astill, Margaret Beales, Jim Colvin,
Robin Davies, Nola Jay, Phyllis Jupe, Bev
O’Brien, John O'Brien, Mary Raftery,
John Shanks, Margaret Shanks

Bush Regeneration: Mount Annan
Richard Austin, Pam Browne, Laura
Chappell, Joel Daniels, Alicia Draper,
Robyn Davies, Ron Davies, David Eden,
Shirley Henderson, Lesley Hook, Leonie
Kelly, Bronwyn Kery, Sean Martin, Jamie
McMahon, Nikki Oram, Barry Penprase,
Hannah Shuttleworth, Alex Stengl,
Duncan Stewart, Kris Stolzenhein,
Doreen Ward, Rod Ward

Begonia Garden: Sydney Gordon
Chivers, Peter Sharp, Lee Sanders,
Wendy Atmore, Margaret Chedra, Bruce
Fergus

financial support

royal Botanic gardens foundation

The Royal Botanic Gardens Foundation
is a charitable Trust endorsed as a
deductible gift recipient under the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. It has
an authority to fundraise from the NSW
Office of Liquor, Gaming and Racing
valid until 2010 under the Charitable
Fundraising Act, 1991. It has both GST
Concession and Income Tax Exemption
status.

The purpose of the Foundation is to
support the development of the Botanic
Gardens Trust through securing private
sector gifts, individual donations and
corporate philanthropy for specific
projects, capital development and
general work of the Trust. It is governed
by a Board of Councillors: Mr Clive
Austin (Chair from July 2007), Mr lan
Conley, Mr Jamie Durie, Dr Tim Entwisle,

Ms Sue Gazal, Ms Lesley Kernaghan, Mr
Greg Martin (Chair, till 30 June 2007),
Mr Don Morris AO, Ms Gretel Packer
and Mrs Caroline Webster.

The Foundation launched its Fellowship
Program, a structured program to
acknowledge and reward benefactors,
resulting in new benefactors becoming
interested in and giving to the
Foundation, joining long standing
benefactors.

The Program levels are:

Charles Darwin Benefactor
$500,000 or more

Sir Joseph Banks Fellow
$100,000-$500,000

Joseph Maiden Fellow
$25,000-$100,000

Allan Cunningham Fellow
$6,000-$25,000

To date, 10 Sir Joseph Banks Fellows,
four Joseph Maiden and 19 Allan
Cunningham Fellows are recognised in
the Fellowship Program.

Events hosted by the Foundation
included the opening of the Palace Rose
Garden (a Foundation-funded project), a
celebration of the Sydney Fernery (a gift
in 1993 from the Vincent Fairfax Family
Foundation) and a luncheon at the new
Camellia Garden (a gift from a current
benefactor).

The Foundation also initiated a series of
new fundraising projects linked to the
Botanic Bicentenary in 2016 (see Year in
Review at the beginning of this report).

corporate sponsorships

The Trust continued to develop
corporate partnerships through
sponsorship of specific horticultural and
educational programs and sponsorship
of the Trust’s wider conservation
programs (see Year in Review).

The Trust would like thank all
sponsors, Foundation benefactors

and donors for their commitment and
support.

major supporters

Australia Flora Foundation

Australian Biological Resources Study
Australian Research Council
Citigroup Australia

Department of Environment and Water
Resources — Natural Heritage Trust and
National Action Plan on Salinity

Eden Gardens & Garden Centre

The Environmental Trust

The Estate of Josephine Swane
Friends of The Gardens

Hermon Slade Foundation

Hermon Slade Orchid Bequest

HSBC Bank Australia

Interlink — M5 South-West Motorway
Land and Water Australia

Landcom

NSW Department of Housing

Mr Geoffrey & Mrs Rachel O'Conor
Pernod Ricard Australia

Royal Botanic Gardens Foundation
Sydney Metropolitan Catchment
Management Authority

UK Millennium Commission

supporters

Helen Asboe

Australia & Pacific Science Foundation
Australian Systematic Botany Society
— Hansjorg Eichler Research Fund
Greg & Myra Bell

Eeles Trelease Architects

Joe Elkusch

Freehills

FUJIFILM Australia

The Estate of Betty Gibson
Hawkesbury Excavations

Michael Hamilton

Verity Hinwood

Carlos Hsu

Isa Jones

Korn Ferry International

John Leard

Nancy Malfanti

Nick Manettas

Carolyn Morgan

Tatiana Nikulshina

Qasis Horticulture

Ord Minnett

Pacific Biological Foundation
Andrew Proud

Stanley Proud

Steven Proud

Virginia Proud

Ron Evans Painting

Brenda Skinner

The Dalai Lama in Australia
Treloar Roses

Valley Electrical Services
Welshs Smash Repairs
Mary Whitton

Charles Wong

foundation donors

Charles Darwin Fellows
The Estate of Cliffina Thersey Rathborne

Sir Joseph Banks Fellows

Gretel Packer

Roslyn Packer AO

Bruce Arnott

Ron Brierley

James O. Fairfax AO

Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation
Thyne Reid

Joseph Maiden Fellows

Lee-Anne Reid & Andrew MacPherson
Dick Honan & Honan Family

The Estate of Elsie May Webster

Allan Cunningham Fellows
Clive and Patricia Austin
Beswick Family Fund
Roxanne Clayton

lan Conley

Jennifer Crivelli

Elizabeth Davis OAM

Margot de Ferranti

Ross A Field

Amana Finley

Sue Gazal

Ronald & Helen Griffin

David & Kathryn Groves
Lesley Kernaghan

Pauline Markwell

lan & Helen McLachlan

Faye Parker

Sam & Helen Sheffer
Prudence Socha

John Valder AO OBE & Kay Valder OAM
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Photo: His Holiness The Dalai Lama,

with Foundation Councillor Jamie Durie,
blesses a Wollemi Pine which he adopted
for the Royal Botanic Gardens.

friends Waratah members

Friends who have given extra financial
support through their Waratah
membership during the year include:

Gold Waratahs Dr Charles S Barnes, Mr
Warren & Mrs Nancy Boyd, Mrs Zeny &
Mr Bruce Edwards, Lady (Vincent) Fairfax
OBE, Mr J & Mrs Libby Fairfax, Mr John
Flint & Mrs Nora Hinchen, Mr Graham &
Mrs Virginia Froebel, Mr Neville H Grace,
Dr Max & Mrs Tess Hooper, Mr John

Lee & Mrs Eleanor Herriott, Mrs Judith
Maclintyre, Mrs Susan Maple-Brown, Mr
Geoff & Mrs Rachel O’Conor, Mr David
& Mrs Patricia Pulsford, Dr Alex & Mrs
Dorothy Robertson, Mrs Susan Rothwell,
Mr Bill & Mrs Maureen Ryan, Mr Mark

& Mrs Ruth Sampson, Miss Alison
Stephen, Mr Robert & Mrs Caro Webster

Silver Waratahs Mr Ross Adamson,
Mrs Geraldine & Mr Christopher Arnott,
Ms Shane Bedford & Ms Linda Hunt,
Mr Donald & Mrs Sally Bradford, Mrs
Ronda Chisholm, Mr Robert & Mrs
Janet Constable, Dr Michelle Cotton,
Mrs Elizabeth Davis OAM, Ms Anne

De Salis, Dr Roderick & Mrs Gillian
Deane, Ms Annie Fergusson, Mr Bruce
Flood & Ms Kathy Olsen, Mr David
Fuller, Mr John Gale, Mr Warren Green,
Mr Alan & Mrs Marion Grundy, Mr
Desmond & Dr Catherine Guy, Dr
Alison & Mr Alex Halliday, Mrs Helen

& Mr Graham Hamilton, Mr Gordon

& Mrs Jeanette King, Hon. Mary J M
Lawrie, Mrs Nina Loder, Mrs Mary Rose
& Dr Colin McDonald, Mrs Judith &

Mr John McKernan, Mrs Susan & Mr
Gilles Kryger, Dr David & Mrs Barbara
Millons, Dr Kenneth & Mrs Helen Neale,
Mrs Patricia Reid, Dr Mary & Dr Nancy
Rickard, Mrs Edith Schothorst-Kaspers,
Mr Colin Simson, Mrs Prue Socha, Ms

SIMONE PIETA COTTRELL

Eleanor Sydney-Jones, Mr ER & Mrs ME
Vellacott, Ms Robyn & Mr Terry Winton

Bronze Waratahs Mrs Beryl Adamson,
Mr Geoffrey Ainsworth & Ms Laura
Olsson, Mrs Antoinette Albert, Mrs
Nancy Anderson, Ms Gillian Appleton,
Mrs Chris Armour, Mr Henry & Mrs

Peta Badgery, Mr Stephen & Mrs
Alexandra Barratt, Dr Barbara & Dr
Margaret Booth, Dr Barbara Briggs, Mr
Edmund Burgess, Mr Geoffrey & Mrs
Sarah Cains, Dr Donald & Mrs Margot
Child, Mr Paul & Mrs Dianne Cini,

Ms Diane Clarke, Miss Briony Croal &
Mr Josh Larsen, Dr Gillian Davies, Ms
Susanne de Ferranti, Prof Geoffrey &
Mrs Jan Driscoll, Mrs Eleanor Dunn,

Dr Julie Fitness, Mrs Nancy Fox & Mr
Bruce Arnold, Mr lan Fraser, Mr Raffael
Garofano & Mrs Margaret Garofano,
Mr Allan Gilden & Mr Tony Barnett, Mr
Paul Gray & Mr Andrew Moate, Mrs
Dallas & Mr Brian Griffin, Mr Jim &

Mrs Ruth Hallmark, Mr Owen Haviland
& Ms Susan Hope, Ms Anne Hawker,
Mr John & Mrs Mary Holt, Prof Cliff

& Mrs Elizabeth Hughes, Mrs Sheila

& Mr Philip Jacobson, Mrs Christina
Kennedy, Mrs Christine Kenworthy, Mrs
Denise & Mr Wal King, Prof Michael

& Mrs Sarah Lawrence, Ms Julie Lee,

Mr Andrew Lishmund, Ms Robin

Low, Dr David & Mrs Judith Maynard,
Mr Andrew Mitchell & Mr Brendan
Hartnett, Mr David & Mrs Cheryl Nelson,
Mrs Margaret & Mr Philip Nygh, Mr
Robert & Mr Derek Paisley, Mr John
Reid & Mrs Lynn Rainbow Reid, Ms Kate
Riley & Mr Felix Oppen, Dr Mary & Dr
Nancy Rickard, Mrs Louise & Mr Donald
Rowston, Miss Suzanne Stebbings, Miss
Kathryn Stoddart, Mrs Aline & Mr Peter
Ter Horst, Mr Graham & Mrs Beverley
Thompson, Mr Richard & Mrs Anna
Walker, Mrs Francis Walsh, Dr John &
Mrs Beverley Warneford, Mr Dean White
& Mrs Sophie Polednik, Ms Marion

and Mr James Taylor, Ms Katherine
Wertheim, Mr John & Mrs Irene
Willimott, Mrs J O & Dr W H Wolfenden,
Mrs Jill Wran

aPPendices

appendix a

statutory information

The Botanic Gardens Trust is part of the
Department of Environment and Climate
Change NSW. Statutory reporting
requirements concerning ethnic affairs
priorities (EAPS), number of chief

and senior executive officers, staff
numbers, trends in the representation
of EEO groups, and numbers of female
officers in Senior Executive Service (SES)
positions, are reported in the annual
report of the Department.

occupational health and safety

The Trust is committed to providing a
safe workplace for its staff and visitors.
Although the total number of injuries
that result in lost-time continue to be
of concern, the number of days lost to
injury continues to be at record lows
for the organisation. OHS and injury
management statistics for the Trust are
reported in the annual report of the
Department.

GardenSafe outlines the Trust's safety
system, and this year risk minimisation
continued to focus on:

¢ Safe Work Methods Statements

— forms which are completed when a
risk is identified: 25 prepared and 163
reviewed.

¢ Toolbox Talks — one-on-one safety
discussions based on the risks identified
in Safe Work Methods Statements
conducted prior to staff undertaking any
major task: 2392 completed throughout
the year.

e Safety Check Book — an abbreviated
version of the Toolbox Talk where staff
take time prior to undertaking any

task, even minor ones, to identify any

potential risks. The Safety Check Book
was re-launched this year as part of a
new risk assessment process.

e OHS Self Assessment tool — a self-
audit mechanism for members of the
Executive: completed for all executive
and all scoring at above 95 per cent.

¢ Improved safety checklists and risk
assessment tools.

e Prompt investigation of all incidents.

e Support for preventative measures
such as warm-up routines and general
fitness training.

e Monthly Safety Advisory Group
meetings of senior management and
OHS site committee chairs reviewing all
aspects of GardenSafe and the Trust’s
Safety Improvement Plan. A major
focus this year continued to be body
stress injuries. The Trust is working with
other divisions in the Department of
Environment and Climate Change to
analyse and respond to this ongoing
problem.

Account Payment Performance
Details of the Trust's Account Payment
Performance are reported in the annual
report of the Department.

Provision of information services

Inquiries for Plant Identification
Ninety-two per cent of inquiries were
answered within seven days (22 per cent
above target). Plant Disease Diagnostic
Unit (PDDU) levels exceeded 250.

Most diagnoses were for detection of
soilborne pathogens, particularly those
species causing Phytophthora root

rot. PlantNET, including the NSW Flora
Online website, is the Trust's online
plant information service. Launched in
2004-05, patronage continues to grow.
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Inquiry Statistics
Inquiries in person
Inquiries by mail
Inquiries by telephone
Inquiries by internet
Requests for e-data
Specimens identified
Revenue

Gardens Shops and Visitor Centres
The Trust operates four combined

visitor centre/shops at Mount Annan
and Mount Tomah Gardens, the Royal
Botanic Gardens and the Sydney
Tropical Centre. These services provide
information about Trust services and
facilities, and sell a comprehensive range
of botanical and horticultural books,
souvenirs and gifts.

Consultancies equal to or more than
$30,000 There were three consultancies
totalling $162,833.

Department of Commerce,
Woolloomooloo Seawall Project,
$30,020

Urbis JHD Pty Ltd, Future Domain plan,
$36,000

Department of Commerce, Domain Car
Park, $96,813

Consultancies less than $30,000 Total
amount for consultancies less than
$30,000 was $144,000.

Use of corporate credit cards was in
accordance with Treasury Directions.

The Trust is committed to the principle
of transparency of decision making
and public access to its documents.
Key documents are available to the
public through the Trust's website.
There were no FOI requests in full or
part this year.

03-04 04-05 05-06 06-07

299 303 286 339

1683 2008 1270 1114
289 558 776 870

686 93 761 990

50 36 16 11

5919 4906 4765 4878

$24,158* $25,065* $22,086* $30,674*
*(ex GST)

Visitors provide feedback on all Trust
services and activities via feedback
forms, letters, email, website, telephone
and visitors books.

Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain
Approximately 50 visitors raised issues
of concern related to safety, security,
opening hours and plant removal. A
significant number of complaints related
to wider community issues including
homelessness, anti social behaviour and
the use of public space by the private
sector. Crowd control issues relating

to the arrival of the Queen Mary were
investigated with the aim of ensuring
the Trust is fully briefed on expected
crowd numbers and police crowd
control operations.

Complaints about plant removal

were addressed with action to ensure
visitors and volunteers are informed

of upcoming works programs. Visitor
concerns about safety were limited to
road safety, safe pathways and facilities.
The Trust has responded to complaints
about changed opening hours, advising
visitors the changes were made on a
recommendation from NSW Police.
Closures to some attractions and utilities
were necessary to allow work to improve
visitor safety or as part of the Trust’s
heritage plan. The Trust has also advised
visitors of the impact of water restrictions
on lawns and action is being taken to
improve the irrigation system. Social
issues continue to be a major cause

of concern and the concerns raised by
visitors have been raised with Sydney
City Council. Complaints from visitors
injured by joggers or football players
were addressed with the Trust extending

its sympathy to the injured people and
affirming its commitment to enforce Trust
regulations and acceptable standards of
community behaviour. Rangers have also
increased patrols to ensure the safety of
visitors is not put at risk.

Visitor concerns about noise and safety
with regard to some temporary art
projects were raised with the artists.
Complaints from visitors and the tourism
industry about the Falun Gong protest
resulted in action taken to ensure the
protest does not interfere with visitors’
rights to privacy. The Trust responded
to one complaint about dead fish in

a pond — advising that the fish were
saltwater harbour fish washed into a
fresh water environment at high tide.

Mount Annan Botanic Garden Three
complimentary letters were received
and 12 complaints. Three complaints
related to the stylised visitor guide map
which is not to scale and not a good
guide for pedestrians. Another three
related to detail on the website that was
not up to date. The others generally
related to not wanting to pay an entry
fee, or visitor misinformation. Overall,
people thoroughly enjoyed the Garden
and appreciate improved access in the
Connections/Terrace Garden, maturing
trees and garden displays, wedding
venues, the new Stolen Generations
Memorial, sculptures, walks and
wedding venues.

Mount Tomah Botanic Garden
Feedback is collected in a number

of ways, including regular customer
surveys. Around 95 per cent of survey
respondents show satisfaction with the
facilities and standards of horticulture
at the Garden. Many comments in the
Visitors Book focused on the Garden
Restaurant. Comments varied from
cost of food, service standards, child
friendliness and noise levels. Four formal
complaints were received about service.

Visitor feedback also reinforced a strong
need for installation of RTA tourism
signage to Bells Line of Road on the
new M7 and other major distributor
roads. All correspondents were replied
to within seven days.

appendix B

Publications

Most publications listed are available
from the Gardens Shops.

Telopea (a journal of systematic
research) and Cunninghamia (a journal
of plant ecology for eastern Australia)
are published by the Gardens in March
and September (Telopea) and July and
December (Cunninghamia). They are
available from the Gardens Shops or by
subscription, or on exchange to other
organisations. Copies of most back
issues are still available for sale from the
Gardens Shop in Sydney.

Setting the Scene: the Native Vegetation
of NSW (1999) by J.S. Benson, published
by the Native Vegetation Advisory
Council. $8.75.

The nature of pre-European native
vegetation in south-eastern Australia:
a critique of Ryan, D.G., J.R. and Starr,
B.J. (1995) The Australian Landscape
— Observations of Explorers and Early
Settlers (1997) by J.S. Benson & PA.
Redpath, offprint from Cunninghamia
5(2): 285-329, $5.50.

Collection, Preparation and Preservation
of Plant Specimens (Royal Botanic
Gardens Sydney 2nd edition, 1995)
$6.95.

Riverside Plants of the Hawkesbury—
Nepean by J. Howell, L. McDougall & D.
Benson (Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney,
1995) $10.95.

Rare Bushland Plants of Western Sydney
(1999) Revised edition, by Teresa James,
Lyn McDougall and Doug Benson (Royal
Botanic Gardens Sydney) $13.15.

Sydney’s Bushland: More than meets
the eye by J. Howell & D. Benson
(Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney, 2000)
$14.95

Mountain Devil to Mangrove: a Guide to
Natural Vegetation of the Hawkesbury—
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Nepean Catchment by D. Benson, J.
Howell and L. McDougall (Royal Botanic
Gardens Sydney, 1996) $21.95.

Missing Jigsaw Pieces: the Bushland
Plants of the Cooks River Valley by D.
Benson, D. Ondinea & V. Bear (Royal
Botanic Gardens Sydney, 1999) $13.15.

Bush Foods of New South Wales

by Kathy Stewart and Bob Percival.
Aboriginal use of plants (Royal Botanic
Gardens Sydney, 1996) $10.95

Botanic Gardens of Sydney Guidebook
(2005) A new, exciting publication with
over 100 pages of ideas and information
for all our visitors.

Mount Annan Botanic Garden (1998)
A souvenir guide (Friends of the Royal
Botanic Gardens) $5.95

Mount Tomah Botanic Garden (1997)
A souvenir guide (Friends of the Royal
Botanic Gardens) $7.95

Mount Annan Botanic Garden Visitor
Guide (given on entry to Garden)

Mount Tomah Botanic Garden Visitor
Guide (given on entry to Garden)

Plant Disease Diagnostic Unit Fact
Sheets: Fire Blight, Armillaria Root Rot,
Fusarium Wilt of Palms, Fig Psyllids,
Phytophthora, Thrips, Azalea Lace Bug,
Scale Insects, Rose Aphids, Azaleas

appendix c

grant funding to the trust

The Australia and Pacific Science
Foundation Dr Adam Marchant and Dr
George Orel — Genetic and horticultural
assessment of the Australian native
‘bush potato’ (lpomoea costata).
$11,000 (3" year of a 3-year $42,000
grant) (extended beyond 30 June
2006).

Australian Biological Resources Study
(ABRS) Dr Tim Entwisle and Dr Stephen
Skinner - A Guide to Identification of
benthic non-marine Cyanobacteria

of Australia $26,400 (3rd year, after
delayed start, of a 3-year $74,000
grant).

Dr Peter Wilson and Dr Chris Quinn

— Generic position of the non persistent-
fruited species of Leptospermum
(Myrtaceae) $22,000 (2™ year, after
delayed start, of a 2-year $44,000
grant).

Australian Research Council —
Discovery Grant Dr Maurizio Rossetto,
Dr Darren Crayn with Dr M.S. Pole and
Dr A. Lowe (University of Adelaide)

— Developing biogeographical know-
how: improving species divergence
and dispersal estimations to examine
geological and climatic evolutionary
drivers — $282,000 shared with the
University of Queensland. $4,529 to
BGT (2nd year of a 3-year $58,609
grant).

Australian Systematic Botany
Society (ASBS) — Hansjorg Eichler
Research Fund Margaret Heslewood
(PhD in progress through University

of Adelaide) Phylogeography and
biogeography of genera in the family
Cunoniaceae in Australasia; focusing
on the genus Ceratopetalum; grant will
enable sampling from populations of
Ceratopetalum apetalum (coachwood)
at the northern limit of its range.
$2,000.

Department of the Environment
and Water Resources (formerly
Department of Environment and
Heritage) — Natural Heritage Trust
and National Action Plan on Salinity
John Benson and Bob Makinson, NSW
Native Vegetation Classification and
Assessment $200,000 (2nd year of a
2-year $400,000 grant).

Hermon Slade Foundation

Dr Maurizio Rossetto and Dr Peter
Weston — Speciation in the Australian
flora: testing explanatory hypotheses in
waratahs and their allies $18,800 (1st
year of a 3-year $90,000 grant).

Dr Elizabeth Brown — Relationships

of the Austral family Lepidoziaceae
$18,767 (delayed start — 3 year of 3-
year $56,000 grant) (extended beyond
30 June 2006).

Edwin Wilson and Phil Spence

— Establishment of a breeding and
propagation program of Latouria type
high-altitude hybrids of New Guinea
dendrobiums $20,000 (3" year of 3-year
$61,550 grant) (extended beyond 30
June 2006).

Dr Darren Crayn and Dr Maurizio
Rossetto — Evolution and conservation
genetics of Australasian Eleocarpaceae
$29,490 (3" year of 3-year $90,000
grant) (extended beyond 30 June 2006
to 31 Oct 2006).

Dr Cathy Offord — Storage of rare and
threatened NSW orchid species and
their associated mycorrhizae $30,000
(3 year of a 3-year $90,000 grant)
(extended beyond 30 June 2006).

Land and Water Australia Prof. B.
Downes, Prof. |. Rutherford, J. Catford
(University of Melbourne), Dr Tim
Entwisle, L. Nairn — Flows and aquatic
plants: a historical and experimental
approach. $355,624 in total, $59,120
to BGT. (2nd year of a 2-year $118,240
grant).

Australia’s Virtual Herbarium Trust
Dr Tim Entwisle — Australia’s Virtual
Herbarium $83,500 (15 year of a 2-year
$167,000 grant).

Pacific Biological Foundation Dr Barry
Conn — Interactive identification keys to
the common trees of PNG $15,000 (3™
year of 3-year $45,000 grant) (extended
beyond 30 June 2006).

Sydney Metropolitan Catchment
Management Authority (SMCMA)
and DECC (Science and Policy
Division), Parks and Wildlife Division,
Environmental Protection and
Regulation Division

Dr Edward Liew, Dr Brett Summerell,

Dr Cathy Offord, Dr Amelia Martyn,
Bob Makinson, Dr Rose Daniel, Dr Tony

Auld (SPD), Dr Keith McDougall (EPRD)
and Dr David Keith (PWD) — Survey
and Management of Phytophthora
cinnamomi within the Sydney
Metropolitan Catchment Management
Authority. $100,000.

UK Millennium Commission

Dr Cathy Offord and Peter Cuneo,
Seed Quest NSW partnership to supply
250 seedbank collections per year of
threatened species of NSW $277,000
(1st year of 3-year $831,000 grant).

Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research (ACIAR)

Dr Brett Summerell and Dr Edward
Liew (with The University of Sydney
and Hanoi Agricultural University)

— Development of provincial and district
level diagnosis and control of crop
fungal diseases in Vietnam $166,000
(3rd year of a 3-year $500,000 grant to
the University of Sydney).

Dr Edward Liew and Dr Brett Summerell
(with The University of Sydney and Sam
Ratulangi University) — Diagnosis and
control of soilborne fungal diseases of
plants in Indonesia $75,258 (2" year
of a 2-year $149,474 grant to the
University of Sydney).

Australian Research Council

— Discovery Grant Dr Maurizio Rossetto
and Dr Darren Crayn (with Dr A. Lowe,
University of Adelaide) — Developing
biogeographical know-how: improving
species divergence and dispersal
estimations to examine geological and
climatic evolutionary drivers. $35,695

to BGT (delayed start to 1st year of a
3-year $282,000 grant).

Australian Research Council

— Linkage Dr Brett Summerell (with
the University of Sydney) — Why does
phosphite protect some plants against
Phytophthora but not others? $29,665
(delayed start 3 year of a 3-year
$88,604 grant to the University of
Sydney, plus shared $136,928).
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Total Water Use
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Australian Research Council

— Research Networks Macquarie
University (administrative body)
along with Botanist Gardens Trust
(B. Summerell, T. Entwisle, D. Crayn,
P. Weston, M. Rossetto) and 40 other
partners. Australian—-New Zealand
Research Network for vegetation
function (3 year of sharing in
$2,500,000 over 5 years).

Grains Research and Development
Corporation Dr Brett Summerell
(with Department Primary Industries,
Queensland); University of Sydney
and EnTox — Managing Mycotoxin
Contamination of Maize (3 year of a
3-year $226,000 grant to Department
of Primary Industries, Queensland).

Dr Barry Conn ($5,000) — Conference
attendance ‘Wallace in Sarawak — 150
Years Later’.

Hannah McPherson ($2,000) —
Laboratory technique training in France;
understanding past climate change:
implications for the Australian flora.

Donna Osland ($7,000) — Conference
attendance and presentation of

paper ‘More than a Plant Label:
Creatively Engaging the Public’ at

the 6™ International Congress on
Education in Botanic Gardens, Botanic
Gardens Conservation International, in

association with the University of Oxford

Botanic Gardens UK.

appendix d

environmental management
report

See main body of report (p.33).

The Trust's Water Savings Action Plan,
as submitted to the Department of
Environment and Climate Change, will
result in water savings of over 80 per
cent of the 2001 benchmark of 203
megalitres.

In addition to the water savings already
in place, a water audit identified some
leaks in the water delivery systems and a
permanent water monitoring system has
been installed.

The Trust has committed to reduce its
CO, greenhouse gas production through
an energy management program.
Improvements to lighting systems and
upgrades of air conditioning services
have resulted in an overall reduction

in energy use, resulting in lower CO,
emissions.

appendix e

overseas travel
Countries / Total Cost to | Source of
Name & Position | Cities visited | Purpose of visit Duration Cost Trust Other Funds
Dr Alan Millar, Kobe, Japan | To attend international 8-14 August | $2,820 | Nil University of Kobe,
Principal Research macroalgal workshop 2006 Japan
Scientist
Dr Alan Millar, Sicily, Italy To attend Italian Phycological 19-28 $4,000 | Nil Allen Press, USA
Principal Research Conference November
Scientist 2006
Dr Tim Entwisle, Oxford, To participate in international | 8-19 $6,900 | $6,900 | Nil
Executive Director | London, botanic gardens meetings; to September
Edinburgh, visit leading botanic gardens 2006
United and to visit Singapore botanic
Kingdom & gardens on return
Singapore
Ms Lucy Nairn, Oxford, To attend International 31 August — | $3,800 | Nil Grant from University
Scientific Officer, United Association for Landscape 8 September of Melbourne
Aquatic Plants Kingdom Ecology (UK) Conference on 2006
Water and the Landscape:
The Landscape Ecology of
Freshwater Ecosystems and the
Annual Meeting of the British
Ecological Society
Ms Donna Osland, | Oxford, To participate in the 6th 6-27 $7,400 | $400 Friends of The Royal
Community United International Congress on September Botanic Gardens
Education Officer Kingdom Education in Botanic Gardens | 2006 Sydney
Ms Hannah Marseilles, To attend the 10th 5 Sept-18 $3,500 | Nil Friends staff scholarship
McPherson, France Evolutionary Biology Meeting October ($2,000); University of
Technical Officer and visit relevant institutions to | 2006 New England (research
(part-time) / MSc meet with experts in the field student allowance
Student ($1,500)
Mr Andrew Orme, | Kew, United | To attend workshop on seed 11-29 $2,500 | Nil Millennium
NSW Seedbank Kingdom conservation techniques September Seed Bank, Kew, UK
Technical Assistant 2006
Dr Barry Conn, Lae, Papua To finalise the manuscript and | 30 $6,800 | Nil Pacific Biological
Senior Research New Guinea | website of the first release of August-14 Foundation
Scientist, Plant the ‘Guide to Trees of PNG' September
Diversity publication 2006
Dr Amelia Martyn, | Kew, United | To enter into discussions 14 Oct-5 $2,500 | Nil Millennium Seek Bank,
Seed Research Kingdom and experimental work at November Kew, UK
Officer Millennium Seed Bank, Kew 2006
Dr Leahwyn Seed, | Kew, United | To undertake training at 14 Oct-3 $2,500 | Nil Millennium Seek Bank,
Seed Technology Kingdom Millennium Seed Bank November Kew, UK
Officer 2006
Dr Elizabeth Santo, To participate in joint research | 30 October — | $3,500 | Nil Institut de Recherche pur
Brown, Systematic | Vanuatu projects in Vanuatu, surveying | 1 December le Development, SANTO
Bryologist bryophytes for SANTO 2006 2006 2006 and personal

contribution
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Name & Countries / Costto | Source of
Position Cities visited | Purpose of visit Duration Total Cost | Trust Other Funds
Mrs Karen London and To participate in Species 1-10 $4,700 $2,600 Personal contribution
Wilson, Special | Kew, United Plantarum; Species 2000 November
Botanist Kingdom; Team; research at Royal 2006
Leiden, Botanic Gardens, Kew and
Amsterdam National Herbarium of the

Netherlands
Dr Elizabeth Christchurch To present at workshop and 18-19 Jan $2,000 Nil Grants and personal
Brown, and Auckland, | conduct fieldwork in relation | 2007 contribution
Systematic New Zealand | to Lepidoziaceae projects
Bryologist
Ms Leonie Bangkok To deliver cycad seed to Nong | 2-18 $2,500 Nil Nong Nooch Tropical
Stanberg, and Pataya, Nooch Tropical Botanical December Botanical Gardens,
Technical Officer | Thailand Gardens; voucher collections; | 2006 personal contribution

field work in central Thailand
Dr Edward Mandano, To visit Sam Ratulangi 4-9 March | $1,600 Nil Australian Centre for
Lieu, Plant Indonesia University for project 2007 Agricultural Research
Pathologist/ discussions and planning
Mycologist
Mr Daniel China, Korea, | To attend the 3rd Global 9 April =2 $5,315 Nil Friends of the Royal
Bishop, Thailand Botanic Gardens Conference; | May 2007 Botanic Gardens
Manager pursue Trust partnerships in Sydney
Horticulture Asia
Dr Tim Entwisle, | China To attend the 3rd Global 14-22 April | $3,800 $3,800 Nil
Executive Botanic Gardens Conference | 2007
Director
Mr Rob Smith, China To attend the 3rd Global 14-26 April | $4,500 Nil Personal contribution
Assistant Botanic Gardens Conference | 2007
Director, Mount
Tomah Botanic
Garden
Mr Rusty China To attend the 3rd Global 16-20 April | $5,000 Nil Personal contribution
Worsman, Botanic Gardens Conference | 2007
Community
Education
Officer
Dr Tim Entwisle, | Indonesia To participate in workshop 20-23 April | $2,100 $300 Indonesian Botanic
Executive assisting the creation of new | 2007 Gardens
Director botanic gardens in Indonesia
Dr Barry Conn, Netherlands, To attend 7th Flora Malesiana | 15 June-5 | $10,730 Nil The Australia & Pacific
Principal Singapore, Symposium, Netherlands; July 2007 Biological Foundation
Research Indonesia visits to National Herbarium
Scientist Leiden; Singapore Botanic

Gardens; Kebun Raya Bogor

and Herbarium, Indonesia
Dr Brett Manhattan, To teach and participate 22-31June | $6,000 Nil Kansas State University
Summetrell, Kansas in International Fusarium 2007
Director Science training workshop
and Public
Programs

appendix f

global strategy for Plant
conservation

The Global Strategy for Plant
Conservation (GSPC) was adopted by
the 6th Conference of the Parties to the
International Convention on Biological
Diversity.

The Trust, together with the Council of
Heads of Australian Botanic Gardens
(CHABG) and the Botanic Gardens of
Australia and New Zealand (BGANZ),
have committed to pursuing GSPC
targets wherever possible in their
scientific, horticultural and educational
activities.

The ultimate and long-term objective
of the GSPC is to halt the current and
continuing loss of plant diversity.

The GSPC themes and global targets
for the year 2010, and relevant Trust
activities in the year 20067, are as
follows:

Target 1: A widely accessible working
list of known plant species, as a step
towards a complete world flora

The National Herbarium of New South
Wales is the principal repository for
documented samples and data of the
State’s plants and one of the major
repositories and botanical research
centres for Australia and the region.
It currently holds over 1.2 million
preserved plant specimens, of which
50 per cent is now databased. This
herbarium collection and associated
data provides the basis for the State’s
plant census, part of the Trust's plant
information portal, PlantNET.

During the year, Trust staff continued
to contribute to the new Australian
Plant Census and multi-volume Flora of
Australia, Algae of Australia and Fungi
of Australia series.

Production and documentation of
taxonomic knowledge across a wide
range of plant groups — vascular
plants, ferns, bryophytes, marine and
freshwater algae, lichens and fungi

— continued, including the description
of 30 new species.

The Trust has established high-level
contact with the Global Taxonomy
Initiative of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, and with other international
groups, to further the Asia-Pacific
objectives.

The Trust continued its contribution to
national and international committees
related to the management and
dissemination of plant diversity

data. The Trust is a member of

the IUBS International Working

Group on Taxonomic Databases

and the Australian Herbarium
Information Committee (HISCOM),
and is represented on the Executive
Committees of key international
database groups (particularly,
members of staff are the Chair of the
Global Plant Checklist Committee of
International Organization for Plant
Information; member of GBIF Electronic
Catalogue of Names Subcommittee
and chair of the project team of
Species 2000). A Trust staffer was

one of the editors of the Species
2000/ITIS Catalogue of Life Annual
Checklist 2005 on CD-ROM. The Trust
is also a member of the Species 2000
Asia-Oceania group and the Pacific
Biodiversity Information Forum. These
groups encourage international and
national biodiversity activities in the
broad region.

The first phase of a ‘Guide to trees

of Papua New Guinea’ project was
completed as part of a collaborative
research initiative with the Papua New
Guinea National Herbarium; the project
will help document the tree flora of that
country. More than 400 species have
been completed and are available via
the internet at www.pngplants.org.
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Target 2: A preliminary assessment
of the conservation status of all
known plant species, at national,
regional and international levels

The Trust is represented on the two key
inter-agency committees that assess

the conservation status of species for
legislative listing in the State: the NSW
Scientific Committee (for terrestrial
species) and the NSW Fisheries Scientific
Committee (for aquatic species).

Target 3: Development of models
with protocols for plant conservation
and sustainable use, based on
research and practical experience

The Trust contributes to the
development of model systems, training
manuals, common conservation data-
repositories, and long-term monitoring
projects of importance to vegetation
management and conservation.

Target 4: At least 10 per cent of each
of the world’s ecological regions
effectively conserved

The NSW Native Vegetation
Classification and Assessment continues,
with the ecological (vegetation)
communities of over half the land area
of the State now documented, including
close estimates of the proportion
conserved and the nature of threats
facing them.

Two Trust staff are members of the IUCN
(World Conservation Union) Commission
on Ecosystem Management, and the
Species Survival Commission Red-List
Committee, and another is a member of
the IUCN Species Survival Commission
Reintroduction Specialist Group.

The Trust is involved in two programs
relevant to wetland conservation: one of
wetland assessment (typology, condition)
and one with local long-term ecological
monitoring in the Hawkesbury-Nepean
catchment. Ecological studies of several
communities (some of them endangered)
across the Sydney Basin also continue.

Target 5: Protection of 50 per cent of
the most important areas for plant
diversity assured

The Trust provides botanical and plant
pathology expertise and services to
assist with assessment and management
of reserve lands throughout New

South Wales, as well as interstate

and overseas. The Trust also manages
important natural areas at Mount
Annan Botanic Garden and Mount
Tomah Botanic Garden.

Target 6: At least 30 per cent

of production lands managed
consistent with the conservation of
plant diversity

The NSW Native Vegetation
Classification and Assessment program
has documented the native ecological
(vegetation) communities of the
western half of the State, providing
(mainly rangeland production systems
with some irrigation cropping), and is
continuing into the mixed pastoral and
cropping areas of the Western Slopes
and Tablelands. This review and typology
of ecological communities is an essential
set of information for conservation
management of these areas.

The seed biology of over 150 species
of Cumberland Plain plant species is
being documented through in-situ and
laboratory studies at Mount Annan
Botanic Garden. This information
contributes directly to management
strategies for the several endangered
ecological communities and many
threatened species of the Cumberland
Plain.

Target 7: Sixty per cent of the world's
threatened species conserved in-situ

Trust staff provide expert input and
research support to many Recovery Plans
and Threat Abatement Plans, and to the
NSW DECC Priority Action Statement for
threatened species.

Research programs with a direct bearing
on adaptive management of wild plants
in-situ include:

* The seed biology of Cumberland Plain
Woodland plants

* A Liverpool Plains native grassland
survey

» Conservation ecology and genetic
research using molecular, ecological and
environmental data from rare paleo-
endemic NSW rainforest trees to identify
causes of rarity.

* Wollemi Pine ecological and
pathological studies: the Trust remains
deeply involved in research and
management of the iconic Wollemi Pine.

Target 8: Sixty per cent of
threatened plant species in accessible
ex-situ collections, preferably in the
country of origin, and 10 per cent

of them included in recovery and
restoration programs

The NSW Seedbank has been a major
focus of activity for several years, and

a further triennium of support funding
from the Millennium Seed Bank (UK) has
been secured to support seed collection,
seed-banking and technology, and seed
biology research.

The NSW Seedbank currently holds
8,822 accessions, representing

4,762 taxa. Also held are 139 taxa
(represented by 296 collections)

that occur in NSW and are listed as
threatened under the NSW Threatened
Species Conservation Act (1995)

— this is about 25 per cent of the NSW
TSCA-listed plant taxa. Australia-wide
representation of threatened species in
the NSW Seedbank is 415 taxa. During
the year, 737 seed replicate collections
were sent to the Millennium Seed Bank.

A range of factors and tests for
germinability and viability are performed
and recorded, and in many cases are
the first systematic studies of the seed
responses of the species concerned,
thus providing baseline data of use in
ex-situ and in-situ conservation.

Severe drought conditions persisting
throughout all of NSW in 2006 (92 per

cent of State drought declared) have
hampered restoration/recovery projects,
including those requiring seed from the
NSW Seedbank and the whole-plant
collections. Nevertheless, during the
year seed and plants from the Trust’s
collections were used as part of the
Regent Honeyeater Recovery Plan; for
replanting of the critically endangered
Eucalyptus copulans at Wentworth

Falls (Blue Mountains), and to establish
a local-provenance seed bank for the
Kings Bush regeneration site in Camden.

Nine publications on seed banking,
seed technology or seed biology were
prepared during the year.

Trust staff led a successful process
during the year, in collaboration with
the Australian Network for Plant
Conservation Inc. and The Millennium
Seed Bank Australian Partners
Consortium, resulting in a national
working group for revision of the
national standard document Germplasm
Conservation Guidelines, for species of
conservation significance.

Target 9: Seventy per cent of the
genetic diversity of crops and

other major socio-economically
valuable plant species conserved,
and associated indigenous and local
knowledge maintained

In plant pathology (see also under
Target 10 below), we have a strong
component of study of the diseases

of (mostly tropical) crop plants. Major
diseases such as Fusarium may in

some circumstances lead to the loss of
important parts of the genomic variation
of these species.

Trust school education programs include
Aboriginal heritage of the Gardens, e.g.
Aboriginal People and Plants, and Bush
Foods of Sydney. Approximately 25 per
cent of all students come to the Gardens
for lessons with an Aboriginal theme (see
also below under Target 13). Aboriginal
perceptions of plant use and importance,
and of the seasonal responses of plants,
form part of the teaching.
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Target 10: Management plans in
place for at least 100 major alien
species that threaten plants, plant
communities and associated habitats
and ecosystems

The Trust is represented on two key
inter-agency committees that assess
the threatening processes (including
those relating to alien species) for NSW
legislative listing as Key Threatening
Processes.

The Botanical Information Service
provides expert identification of exotic
and introduced weed species, and works
with external collaborators to ensure early
detection of newly naturalising species.

The Plant Disease Diagnostic Unit
services requests from natural area
managers, including major threats to
threatened plants and habitats. Research
continued on a number on significant
pathogens, including Fusarium and
Phytophthora.

Trust staff are active members of the
NSW Phytophthora Threat Abatement
Working Group, and of ad hoc
liaison groups with local councils
and other land managers, and are
working through these avenues to
develop practical management and
risk-minimisation protocols. Remedial
treatment of a wild grove of Wollemi
Pine for Phytophthora cinnamomi
infection continues.

Target 11: No species of wild flora
endangered by international trade

The Trust is represented on the NSW
Cut-flower Advisory Committee. The
Botanical information Service provides
expert plant identifications, including
identifications for export-control
authorities. Trust services provide
expert forensic identification for plant
import/export seizures as needed, and
contributes to import risk assessment
processes as appropriate.

Target 12: Thirty per cent of plant-
based products derived from sources
that are sustainably managed

This target is not relevant to the Trust
except insofar as we are able to provide
expert advice in some instances for
assessment of sustainable yield, and

in our own purchasing we seek to use
sustainable products.

Target 13: The decline of plant
resources, and associated Indigenous
and local knowledge, innovations
and practices that support
sustainable livelihoods, local food
security and health care, halted

This target is partially relevant to a range
of current Trust programs and projects
through which we are able to advise
government and non-government
bodies on conservation priorities and
opportunities, host relevant public

and specialist events, and have some
staff expertise in Indigenous and non-
Indigenous plant practices and cultural
knowledge.

Input was made during the year to the
Council of Heads of Australian Botanic
Gardens (CHABG) draft document on
responses to Climate Change.

The Trust is committed to employing
Aboriginal people to interpret

their own culture and to provide

an Indigenous perspective of the
environment for visitors. The Trust
employs a full-time Aboriginal
Education Officer and engages several
Indigenous educators on a casual basis
for program delivery at all three botanic
estates. A brochure titled People,
Plants And Place: Aboriginal Heritage
at Sydney’s Botanic Gardens was
produced during the year, with input
and financial assistance from DECC's
Culture and Heritage Division.

An important role of the Trust is to
encourage the whole community,
throughout NSW, to care about their
local green spaces and to protect
plants. Through Community Greening,
an educational partnership with the
NSW Department of Housing, the
Trust delivers positive social outcomes
in disadvantaged communities while
fulfilling environmental goals. Since its
inception in 2000, Community Greening

has assisted 156 disadvantaged
communities around NSW to develop
communal gardens, in public housing
estates, on council land, in churches or
in schools.

Target 14: The importance of
plant diversity and the need for
its conservation incorporated into
communication, educational and
public awareness programs

Science staff gave more than 50
presentations to public audiences during
the year, and about the same number
of presentations to specialist or scientific
audiences.

The Trust's two scientific journals
continue to document the taxonomic
diversity of the State’s plants (Telopea),
and their ecology (Cunninghamia).

Prompt and accurate servicing of public
botanical inquiries plays a large role

in awareness raising. The target for
botanical information service delivery of
70 per cent of inquiries to be answered
within 7 days was exceeded this year
with 92 per cent of inquiries answered
within 7 days. The number of requests
for diagnosis at the Plant Disease
Diagnostic Unit (PDDU) exceeded the
high levels achieved in 2004-05 and
2005-06.

The Ecology of Cumberland Plain
Woodland Plants web information was
augmented, making ecological data
and knowledge for the western part of
Greater Sydney (including for several
endangered ecological communities
and threatened species) accessible to
the public and achieving the highest
hit-rates of any pages on the Trust's
website.

Community education staff at all three
gardens delivered school and public
programs to more than 50,000 people
this year. Programs included lessons to
schools about sustainable horticulture
and recycling as part of the NSW
syllabus.

The Trust partners organizations to
maximise the reach and effectiveness
of its messages. Current partners
include Museum of Sydney, the
Sydney Opera House, the NSW Dept
of Education’s Environmental Centre,
Taronga Park Zoo and the Australian
Museum, Eden Education Alliance,
Macarthur Centre for Sustainable
Living. Tours and lessons for scientific
and horticultural experts are provided
at all three estates.

Target 15: The number of trained
people working with appropriate
facilities in plant conservation
increased, according to national
needs, to achieve the targets of this
Strategy

Tertiary level professional and technical
training is mainly through the Science
units. This year, 42 tertiary students

in various branches of plant science
were supervised, staff delivered guest
lectures at various universities, and a
new summer internship program for
plant science tertiary students was
launched.

Target 16: Networks for plant
conservation activities established or
strengthened at national, regional
and international levels

At the 3rd Global Botanic Gardens
Congress in Wuhan China, the

Trust, Botanic Gardens Conservation
International and other botanic gardens
in Australia and overseas, agreed to
establish a training course for botanic
gardens in the Asia-Pacific region.

This year, staff also participated in a
workshop to assist in the creation of
eight new botanic gardens in Indonesia
and other regional meetings.

Trust staff are active at national and
local leadership levels in the Australian
Network for Plant Conservation.
Collaboration has been maintained
with the Australian Association of Bush
Regenerators, with a number of events
hosted.
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