167

Floristic lists of New South Wales (1V)

D.H. Benson and S.C. Melrose

Abstract

Benson, D.H. & Melrose. S.C. (National Herbarium of New South Wales, Royal Botanic
Gardens, Sydney, NSW , Australia 2000) 1993. Floristic lists of New South Wales (IV). Cunninghamia
3(1): 167-213. An annotated bibliography of 202 floristic lists mainly from the 1986-1992 period,
has been collated. The bibliography continues the format of earlier listings, with notes on the
locality (including 1:250 000 map sheet and additional Local Government Area occurrence),
extent of species list and ecological information. Papers are numbered and ordered according
to the botanical subdivisions of New South Wales, authors and dates of compilation.

Introduction

Floristic lists are often the only source of botanical information for a particular area
and may serve as a useful starting point for more detailed study. Such lists may be
used for general comparisons of the vegetation of different localities, or that of the
same locality at different times. The preparation of an increasing number of environ-
mental impact studies and plans of management in recent years has prompted a
corresponding interest in floristic lists. This, the fourth annotated bibliography com-
piled by the Royal Botanic Gardens, follows the works of Pickard (1972), Bryant &
Benson (1981) and Keith (1988), bringing the total of references in the series to 572.

Types of lists included

Similar criteria to those of the earlier bibliographies have been adopted and the
journals listed by Bryant & Benson (1981) have been scanned. Most lists are from the
1986-1992 period, though a number of older, previously overlooked lists have been
included. The lists range from regional floras to brief lists of predominating species
and may or may not include ecological notes on the vegetation, the environment or
the abundance of the species. They also vary considerably with regard to the size of
the area surveyed and the precision with which this is defined, as well as complete-
ness and the reliability of identifications. Nomenclature may be out of date, depend-
ing on when the lists were compiled.

The bibliography includes both published and unpublished material, copies of the
latter being held at the Royal Botanic Gardens Library and available on request from
the librarian.

Arrangement of the bibliography

As in Keith (1988), the lists are arranged according to the botanical subdivision in
which they occur. A map of the botanical subdivisions of New South Wales is provid-
ed in the end papers. These are explained in full by Anderson (1961). Where a list
covers more than one botanical subdivision it is listed under the major subdivision
and cross-referenced in other relevant subdivisions. Within the subdivisions the lists
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Figure 1. Changes in percentage of floristic lists for botanical
subdivisions for bibliographies since 1972. See table 1 for figures.

Table 1. Percentage of floristic lists for each of the botanical sudivisions of N.S.W. Data
from Pickard (1972), Bryant & Benson (1981), Keith (1988,) and this paper.

1972 1981 1985 1993

Lord Howe Island 2 1 3 0
North Coast 16 16 15 9
Central Coast 24 35 47 49
South Coast 2 3 3 8
Northern Tablelands 8 4 2 3
Central Tablelands 9 6 8 9
Southern Tablelands 9 6 8 4
North Western Slopes 5 4 1 2
Central Western Slopes 6 5 5 2
South Western Slopes 3 1 1 5
North Western Plains 7 4 2 i
South Western Plains 0 2 0 3
North Far Western Plains 4 4 2 2
South Far Western Plains 0 5 1 2
New South Wales — General 5 3 3 3

Total % 100 99 101 100

Total number of lists 290 182 219 173
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are arranged alphabetically by author and then by date. This arrangement is intended
to facilitate searching by the geographical area of interest. As a further spacial index,
the name(s) of the relevant 1:250 000 map sheet(s) and Local Government Areas
(LGA) are given at the end of each reference. The numbering of references follows on
from Keith (1988). Table 1 shows reference numbers for each of the botanical subdi-
visions.

Each entry in the bibliography is listed with its author, its date of publication, or
compilation if unpublished, and its title. Annotations include the approximate number
of species, their arrangement in the list and references to any ecological notes provid-
ed on abundance, habitat, soil type, plant communities, etc.

The list of 202 references is given below.

Results

There are 202 floristic lists in the current bibliography, in line with the earlier bibli-
ographies (Table 1). The annual rate of accumulation of lists for 1986-1992 (7 years:
29/year) is down on the 1981-1985 period (5 years: 44/year) but up on the 1972-1981
period (9 years: 20/year).

The proportions of lists for the various botanical subdivisions (Figure 1, Table 1)
show an increase in the percentage from the South Western Slopes and the South
Coast, both areas needing further botanical documentation, but a decrease in the
proportion from the North Coast. There is relatively little change for the other subdi-
visions. The majority of lists are still from the Central Coast (48%), reflecting the
continuing interest in Sydney’s urban bushland, and it is disappointing to see the
very low numbers of lists presently available for other subdivisions particularly on
the Western Slopes and Plains. This may not, however be a complete picture of the
amount of work being done in these areas, as there are currently a number of major
surveys, e.g., by the National Parks and Wildlife Service, amassing large databases
from extensive site data that is never published. Hopefully this data will eventually
become available, but until then, published lists will remain the main source of data
to many workers.

Access to species list data is important to those involved in natural area management,
and we urge people with lists that they would like included in forthcoming bibliog-
raphies to forward them to the Ecology Section. Unpublished lists will be lodged in
the Royal Botanic Gardens Library and made available on request. In compiling lists
for such purposes, accurate identifications and site localities are essential. Long, un-
annotated lists covering large, poorly defined areas are less useful. Such lists should
be recorded either by sites or by plant communities and should be accompanied,
where possible, by descriptions of the relevant plant communities, together with
accurate locational information. Data on the relative abundance of the different spe-
cies may also be worthwhile. There is also an increasing need for ecological observa-
tions on species, such as fire responses, fruiting periods, seed dlspersaI and growing
periods. Such observations can be readily integrated with a species list.
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