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Friends of the Gardens

Plant List as at March 2010 - Exotics
These are exotic plants propagated by members of the Friends of The Gardens, and sold at regular plant sales.

Not all plants will be available for sale at all times. 

Weekly sales are held in the Sydney Botanic Gardens on most Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 11.30 am to 2 pm, and on the second Saturday of most months from 9 am to 1 pm. Please call 9231 8182 or email Friends@rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au for more information.

From time to time, other unusual plants, apart from those listed, are available in limited quantities. 
Acokanthera oblongifolia 'Variegata'
SUN
APOCYNACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Medium sized shrub with grey-green and reddish maroon variegated leaves, pinkish when young.
Height:
2 - 3m
Flowering:
Spring/Summer, dense clusters of fragrant, white flowers followed by purple, olive sized, POISONOUS berries.
Requirements:
Easy care in full sun and well drained soil. Prune after flowering to prevent fruit formation.
Acorus gramineus 'Ogon'
SUN
ACORACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Native to Japan, this is a miniature rhizomatous perennial 'flag' with soft, curved, narrow green and gold aromatic leaves. Grows along stream banks and in marshes. Spreads by creeping roots to form dense tufts.
Height:
0.3m
Flowering:
Inconspicuous flowers. Grown for the foliage.
Requirements:
Easily grown in any boggy spot or in shallow water at pond edge. Cut back occasionally to limit growth. Appreciates relief from hot afternoon sun in summer which can brown leaf tips. Tolerates cold.
Aeonium haworthii
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Native to the Canary Islands, this shrubby species has a dense, rounded, bushy habit. Short, erect, freely branching stems bear many rosettes of thick, spoon shaped, bluish-grey leaves with red margins. Tough, long lived species. Good container plant for porches and patios.
Height:
0.6m
Flowering:
Spring and Summer, terminal clusters of pink tinged, creamy yellow flowers.
Requirements:
Full sun or part shade in light, well drained soil and a warm position.
Aeonium spathulatum
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Perennial sub-shrub from the Canary Islands with stout, branched stems, branches horizontal and then arching upward. Leaves oblong in flat rosettes.
Height:
0.3 - 0.5m
Flowering:
1cm golden yellow flowers in clusters.
Requirements:
Full sun, gritty, porous soil.
Aeschynanthus parasiticus
SEMI SHADE
GESNERIACEAE
Exotic
TRAILER
Description:
Leaves are slightly waxy and orange red. Long stems can be shortened to promote bushy growth of the plant.
Height:
N/A
Flowering:
Through the warm months.
Requirements:
Best grown in pot or hanging basket in good quality potting mix containing plenty of humus. Likes warmth and dappled shade.
Agave attenuata
SUN
AGAVACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Spineless perennial succulent with thick stems crowned by a compact rosette of broad, soft textured, pale green leaves.
Height:
1.5m
Flowering:
Spring and Summer. 3m arched flower-spike of densely packed, greenish yellow flowers.
Requirements:
Well drained gritty soil in full sun. Water only in Summer.
Agave gypsophila
SEMI SHADE
AGAVACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Century Plant, from Mexico. Single open rosette of wavy grey leaves with small, soft spines along the leaf margins.
Height:
To 1m x 1m.
Flowering:
Very infrequent flowering - a 2m panicle of yellow flowers.
Requirements:
Well drained soil in sun to light shade. Leaves turn greyer in full sun. Frost tender. Good container plant. Occurs on gypsum.
Ajania pacifica
SUN
ASTERACEAE 
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
From Russia and northern Japan, perennial with scalloped felt-like leaves with silver undersides.
Height:
0.3m x 0.45m
Flowering:
Clusters of yellow button-like flowerheads.
Requirements:
Hardy plants that adapt to exposed positions or partial shade. Well drained moderately fertile soil, which should be kept moist.
Aloe acutissima
SUN
LILIACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Attractive smallish succulent has grey-green leaves. Makes an impressive border plant
Height:
1.5m
Flowering:
Spikes of orange flowers
Requirements:
Well drained soil in full sun. Tolerates light frost and salt air. Drought tolerant.
Alternanthera dentata
SUN
AMARANTHACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
From West Indies to Brazil; grown as a border plant for its red foliage.
Height:
0.5m
Flowering:
N/A
Requirements:
Keep compact by shearing.  Warm sunny position.
Amorphophallus bulbifer
SHADE
ARACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Unusual and striking plant from N.E. India grown for magnificent compound marbled foliage and dramatic flower. This tropical corm produces its single leaf after flowering.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Spring
Requirements:
Moist shaded garden or large pot.
Anisodontea 'Pink Star'
SUN
MALVACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
A quick growing shrub from South Africa, with an almost continuous display of flowers.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Pale pink flowers with dark pink central markings.
Requirements:
Grows well in Mediterranean climates, needs water at dry times.
Arthropodium cirrhatum
SEMI SHADE
ANTHERICACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
N.Z. species bearing graceful sprays of starry white flowers 2.5 cm across on stems above the tufts of broad handsome leaves. Looks like Hosta and is a good substitute in hot summer climates where Hosta languishes.
Height:
0.9m x 0.3m.
Flowering:
Late Spring/early Summer, nodding 2.5cm wide star-shaped white flowers flecked purple and yellow and with white anthers and filaments borne in lax panicles 30cm long.
Requirements:
Sheltered spot in fertile well drained soil.
Barleria micans
SUN
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Very dense multi-branched shrub with erect spikes of flowers. From India, prefers tropical, humid conditions.
Height:
To 1m
Flowering:
Spring. Golden flowers.
Requirements:
Slightly moist rich soil. Grows best in temperate and sub-tropical gardens.
Barringtonia neo-caledonica
SUN
BARRINGTONIACEAE
Exotic
TREE
Description:
Small ornamental tree of tropic north but adaptable to warm climates further south. Beautiful garden specimen.
Height:
To 10m
Flowering:
Sporadic. Fluffy flowers in long racemes followed by woody fruits.
Requirements:
Damp well drained soil and a warm position.
Beaumontia grandiflora
SUN
APOCYNACEAE
Exotic
CLIMBER
Description:
Very beautiful vigorous evergreen twining climber with broadly oblong-ovate, downy, reddish-brown leaves 10-25cm long, maturing to glossy deep green. Indigenous from India to Vietnam.
Height:
5 - 15m
Flowering:
Late Spring to Summer, trumpet shaped fragrant, 8-13 cm long flowers white with green bases.
Requirements:
Frost tender. Moist, fertile, humus rich soil in full sun. Prune after flowering. Needs strong support.
Begonia albo-picta var rosea
SUN/SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Cane-like, easy to grow begonia from Brazil. Green leaves with several silvery-white spots on upper surface.
Height:
1 m - 1.5 m
Flowering:
Pink flowers in summer.
Requirements:
Full or part sun in well-drained soil. Allow to dry out slightly between waterings. Prune carefully to maintain leafiness, cutting out older, woodier stems that have lost their lower leaves.
Begonia coccinea
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
From South America. Leaves are bright glossy green, 15cm long with undulating red margins.
Height:
1m x 1m.
Flowering:
Flowers coral red in large pendant clusters in summer and autumn.
Requirements:
Rich moist soils in a protected semi shaded position. Drought and frost tender.
Begonia domingensis
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Bushy, erect subshrub from the Caribbean with green to purplish-green stems and crinkly, shiny, darkish-green leaves, 3-12 cm long.
Height:
To 0.75 m
Flowering:
Long stemmed inflorescences of fragrant pink flowers, winter and spring.
Requirements:
Moist, well-drained soil in filtered light. Likes humidity. Tip prune to promote bushy growth.
Begonia erythrophylla
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Rhizomatous begonia with thick, rounded , hairless leaves mid to dark green above and dark reddish brown beneath.
Height:
0.2m x 0.3m
Flowering:
Late Winter/early Spring light pink flowers held well above the foliage.
Requirements:
Best in a pot in light, well drained potting mix in shade or dappled light and no direct sunlight. Moderate water and balanced liquid fertilizer every few weeks during growth. Water sparingly in Winter. Cut back overlong canes in Spring.
Begonia foliosa
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Dainty, evergreen shrubby plant, branching heavily and covered with glossy, dark green oblong leaves, reddish when young.  Good container plant.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Summer and autumn with 4-5 petalled white tipped pink backed flowers, hanging on slender stems.
Requirements:
Leaf rich, mildly acid soil, kept moist but perfectly drained.  Frost tender.
Begonia 'Irene Nuss'
SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Cane stemmed begonia with ovate-oblique, wavy margined deeply lobed leaves 20cm long; bronze above and red beneath.  Frost tender.
Height:
0.75m x  0.6m
Flowering:
Throughout Summer. Dark coral pink 4cm wide flowers freely produced in large pendant panicles.
Requirements:
No direct sun. Moderate water during growth and sparingly in Winter. Moderate humidity. Cut back overlong canes in Spring or early Summer. Frost tender.
Begonia listada
SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Beautiful, sprawling begonia that makes an excellent ground cover in shade. Deep green, velvety leaves have a lime green stripe along the mid-vein.
Height:
0.3m x 0.3m
Flowering:
Autumn/Winter, white flowers stand well above the foliage.
Requirements:
Light, well drained neutral to slightly acid potting mix in bright light indoors or in well drained humus rich neutral to slightly acid soil outdoors. Best in deep shade under trees and shrubs. Tip prune to encourage lateral growth.
Begonia 'Pink Rubra'
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Tall, upright with cane-like stems and large, oval, light green leaves, sometimes with white spots.
Height:
To 1.5m
Flowering:
Long lasting pendant clusters of showy flowers in pinky-red throughout the year.
Requirements:
Best in filtered sunlight. Can take some winter sun. Can be grown in pots, in the ground or in hanging baskets in moist but well drained soil. Frost tender.
Begonia reniformis
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Spreading fibrous rooted begonia with large glossy kidney shaped leaves, mid green above and somewhat hairy underneath.
Height:
0.3m - 0.75m.
Flowering:
Clusters of small white flowers held on stems above the foliage in spring or summer.
Requirements:
Best in filtered sunlight.
Begonia sanguinea
SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Brazilian shrub-like species with most attractive medium sized leathery leaves. Excellent pot subject.
Height:
0.5m
Flowering:
White flowers from Winter into Spring.
Requirements:
As for others.
Begonia 'Sophie Cecile'
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Cane stemmed begonia with ovate-acute, slightly wavy margined, palmately lobed leaves 20cm long, glossy green splashed with silver. Frost tender. One of the best American hybrids.
Height:
1.3m x  0.6m  wide
Flowering:
Spring to Summer slightly fragrant pink flowers 4cm across freely produced in panicles.
Requirements:
For best results plant 2 or 3 plants together with at least 3 hours sun daily. Potassium rich fertilizer in late Spring to ensure bloom, otherwise grow as for other begonias.
Begonia undulata
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Tall growing cane type producing masses of flowers.
Height:
To 1.8m
Flowering:
Late Spring well into Winter, masses of white flowers.
Requirements:
Sunny position with at least 4 hours sunshine per day for optimum flowering and will tolerate full sun. Feed well.
Begonia 'White Cane'
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Cane-stemmed begonia forms a rounded clump. Light green leaves with wavy margins.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Large clusters of waxy white pendulous flowers mainly through Spring and Summer.
Requirements:
Tolerates sun but can be grown in dappled shade.
Begonia 'White Showers'
SEMI SHADE
BEGONIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
A low-growing, somewhat sprawling cane-like begonia, an Australian hybrid.
Height:
To 1m
Flowering:
A prolific flowerer. Clusters of white flowers from late spring into winter.
Requirements:
 Best with some morning sun. Happy in a tub or the open garden.
Belamcanda chinensis
SEMI SHADE
IRIDACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Clump forming perennial with mid to deep-green 20cm long leaves.
Height:
0.45 - 0.9m
Flowering:
Spring. Succession of up to 12 wide-opening flowers 4cm across, bright yellow to orange red with maroon spots, followed by large black seeds.
Requirements:
Humus rich moist but well drained soil that does not dry out in Summer.
Bromeliads
From time to time, we have a range of bromeliads for sale. Availability depends on what is in excess of the needs of the Gardens when beds are being renovated or specimen plants are being divided. Sometimes we have small plants in larger numbers, grown from seed as available. Genera may include the following:

Acanthostachys

Aechmea 

Alcantarea 

Billbergia 

Dyckia

Guzmania

Neoregelia

Nidularium

Ochagavia

Portea

Puya
Tillandsia

Vriesea
Brunfelsia americana
SUN
SOLANACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Erect to spreading shrub or small tree with night scented flowers, native to the West Indies.
Height:
2 - 5m x 1 - 3m
Flowering:
Summer. 8cm long night-scented white flowers which age to creamy yellow, so white, cream and yellow flowers are on the bush at the same time.
Requirements:
Fertile, humus rich, moist but well drained soil in full sun and afternoon shade. Tip prune young plants to promote branching.
Buxus microphylla
SEMI SHADE
BUXACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
An evergreen shrub or small tree from East Asia. Usually clipped to shape.
Height:
To 2.4m x 2m
Flowering:
Insignificant
Requirements:
Hardy to most soils, with moderate drainage. Best results with even moisture but can survive short periods of drought.
Calathea zebrina
SHADE
MARANTACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Zebra Plant.  Clump-forming evergreen perennial from Brazil. Large, velvety leaves with darker stripes emerge from a basal rosette.
Height:
Leaves are to 0.9m x 0.3m.
Flowering:
Insignificant flowers on short stems at base of plant in spring.
Requirements:
May be grown indoors, in a shadehouse or in the garden, in temperate or tropical areas. Bright shade, will burn in direct sun. Rich, moist, well-drained soil.
Calliandra haematocephala
SUN
MIMOSACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
From tropical South America, this pretty shrub grows and flowers well in warm temperate areas.
Height:
2m - 2.5m
Flowering:
Autumn/Winter with large 8cm diameter fluffy red flower-heads.
Requirements:
Well drained fertile soil, full sun. Prune back in late Winter to keep compact.
Camellia japonica
SEMI SHADE
THEACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Slow growing, long lived evergreen shrubs from woodland areas of the Himalaya, China and Japan. Various older cultivars may sometimes be available

Height::
Vary from 1 - 20m
Flowering:
Winter. Variety of colours from white to red available occasionally.
Requirements:
Moist well drained acid soil, humus rich and well mulched to protect the shallow root system. Fertilize in mid Spring and early Summer. Plant in a position protected from morning sun at flowering time to prevent sun damage to flowers. 
Camptotheca acuminata
SUN
NYSSACEAE
Exotic
TREE
Description:
Attractive specimen or shade tree from China with straight trunk and spreading branches. Deciduous.
Height:
12m
Flowering:
Decorative yellow fruits in clusters of small, shiny, rod-like segments.
Requirements:
Best in moist warm-temperate climates in deep, moist soil protected from strong winds.
Canna x generalis
SUN
CANNACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Robust rhizomatous perennials native to tropical and South America. All garden Cannas are hybrids, sun loving and thrive in hot weather provided roots are watered copiously.
Height:
1.5 - 2m
Flowering:
Summer, flowers in a variety of colours from cream to red.
Requirements:
Heavy feeding. Cut to ground after flowering. Thick mulch in winter.
Caryota ochlandra
SUN
ARECACEAE
Exotic
PALM
Description:
Chinese Fishtail Palm. Palm with fairly narrow, blunt ended, jagged leaflets.
Height:
To about 8m.
Flowering:
N/A
Requirements:
Needs shade when young but takes full sun in maturity. Tolerant of cool conditions, even very light frost. Fruits contain stinging crystals so handle with care.
Chamaedorea microspadix
SHADE
ARACEAE
Exotic
PALM
Description:
Wonderful, clumping palm for indoors or garden shade. Quite fast growing forming a dense clump spreading by suckers. Native to Mexico where it grows at moderate elevations, often on limestone.
Height:
To 3m
Flowering:
Clusters of bright orange-red fruit at intervals in the warmer months.
Requirements:
Hardy once established but needs plenty of water during dry spells. Protected position.
Chrysophyllum imperiale
SUN
SAPOTACEAE
Exotic
TREE
Description:
Only known from diminishing forests near Rio de Janeiro where it is now rare. Unknown in cultivation elsewhere. These plants are from seed of the tree planted in the RBG in 1868 by HRH Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh.
Height:
To 10 - 15m, slow growing
Flowering:
Deciduous.
Requirements:
Does well in Sydney. Long lived tree for a large garden. Needs adequate moisture all year. Good indoor plant when young.
Clerodendrum buchananii
SUN
VERBENACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Fast growing tropical, tall weak shrub with open habit & large heart shaped leaves with downy undersides.
Height:
3m
Flowering:
Most of the year in terminal panicles of scarlet stalks & flowers.
Requirements:
Deep moist fertile soil in sun but sheltered from wind.
Clerodendrum ugandense
SUN
VERBENACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Uncommon and attractive evergreen shrub from East Africa.
Height:
3m x 1.8m, rangy and open
Flowering:
Summer and Autumn, terminal sprays of butterfly-shaped flowers in two shades of clear blue.
Requirements:
Deep rich peaty soil, sunny and sheltered from strong winds, generous water in summer. Keep long branches in check by continually cutting back.
Clivia miniata
SHADE
AMARYLLIDACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Hardy, easily grown evergreen South African perennials. Most well known and widely grown of the species.
Height:
0.3 - 0.4m
Flowering:
Early Spring, in colours ranging from cream through to orange and red.
Requirements:
Well drained soil in shade. Withstands dryness.
Coffea arabica
SEMI SHADE
RUBIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Originating in mountain rainforests of Ethiopia, this is the coffee of commerce. Although it is unlikely to supply your coffee needs it is a very attractive evergreen shrub for frost-free gardens or large containers as a house plant.
Height:
2 - 3m
Flowering:
Small, fragrant, white flowers clustered along the branches behind the leaves are followed by dark red berries each containing two ‘beans’.
Requirements:
Humus rich soil in light shade and mild temperatures.
Cordyline congesta
SUN
AGAVACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Slender upright palm-like plant with many stems. Linear leaves to 50cm have roughened leaf margins, and are crowded towards the tops of the stems.
Height:
To 2m.
Flowering:
Numerous purplish flowers on long stems, and orange-red fruit
Requirements:
Full sun to heavy shade. Very adaptable for all but the coldest areas.
Costus barbatus
SEMI SHADE
ZINGIBERACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Spiral Ginger. Clump forming rhizomatous perennial. Large leaves are arranged spirally on long stems.
Height:
To 2m
Flowering:
Large, long-lasting red inflorescences with bright yellow tubular flowers.
Requirements:
Warm sheltered position in humus rich soil. Will grow in sun or shade but best in medium sun. Cut back in winter. Water and fertilise well during growth period. Likes humidity. Not frost tolerant.
Crassula ovata
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Well-branched, compact, rounded, evergreen shrub from South Africa with stout stem and glossy, dark grey-green, oval leaves, often with a red margin. Makes an excellent container plant for hot spots.
Height:
1m – 3m
Flowering:
Rounded bunches of starry, scented, white/pale pink flowers in autumn/winter.
Requirements:
Full sun, though will tolerate some shade. Water in warmer months only when soil dries out. In winter, water only if powder dry. Frost tender.
Crinum moorei
SHADE
AMARYLLIDACEAE
Exotic
BULB
Description:
Beautiful delicate looking S. African plant with large flowers resembling those of some liliums. Very broad leaves begin to die back as flowers open eventually leaving a clump of large, very long necked bulbs protruding above the ground.
Height:
Flower stems up to 1m tall
Flowering:
Late Summer to Autumn, white to pale pink 10-12cm wide graceful, nodding flowers in umbels atop the stems.
Requirements:
Friable well drained soil in light to quite deep shade. Protect from snails and slugs.
Ctenanthe lubbersiana
SEMI SHADE
MARANTACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Evergreen Brazilian perennial with widely branched stems and linear-oblong leaves 30cm long, deep green with irregular yellow streaks above and pale green underneath.
Height:
1m x 1m
Flowering:
Spikes of white flowers borne intermittently throughout the year.
Requirements:
Moist, fertile, humus-rich soil in part shade. Frost tender.
Dianthus 'Nancy Coleman'
SUN
CARYOPHYLLACEAE
Exotic
GROUND COVER
Description:
Cultivar of a hybrid group of Alpine species, forms a grey-green mound or mat of crowded fine leaves. Good in rock gardens or as an edging plant.
Height:
To 0.2m
Flowering:
Spring and early summer with large double pink flowers.
Requirements:
Sunny and well drained, slightly alkaline soil.
Dichorisandra thyrsiflora
SHADE
COMMELINACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Commonly called ‘Blue Ginger’ although it is not a ginger. A beautiful plant in flower.
Height:
To 2.4m x 1m
Flowering:
Autumn. Dense terminal cluster of deep purple blue flowers.
Requirements:
Not frost tolerant. Grows well in warm temperate climates in shady moist spots of high summer humidity.
Dicliptera suberecta
SUN
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
From Uruguay, this is a soft wooded sprawling sub-shrub. Stems and leaves are covered with velvety grey felt which gives a dramatic setting to the tubular flowers.
Height:
0.6m sprawling
Flowering:
Summer/Autumn, bright orange-red tubular flowers.
Requirements:
Warm sunny position open well drained soil, makes a good pot plant and useful plant for rockeries.
Dierama pulcherrimum
SUN
IRIDACEAE
Exotic
BULB
Description:
Wandflower/Angel’s fishing rod. Evergreen clump forming corm from South Africa, with long narrow leaves.
Height:
1 - 1.2m
Flowering:
Elegant arching stems rising above the foliage bearing pink bell-shaped flowers in summer.
Requirements:
Prefers warm sheltered sunny site well drained soil kept moist in summer. Resents disturbance and may take a year or more to settle in and flower. Frost hardy.
Dracaena draco
SUN
AGAVACEAE
Exotic
TREE
Description:
Robust, slow growing, eventually wide-branched, striking looking tree from the Canary Islands. Smooth grey trunk and regularly arranged swollen branches. Rosetted, glaucous mid to dark green leaves fan out from the top of each branching. Hardy and drought tolerant.
Height:
3 - 10m
Flowering:
Mature plants produce terminal panicles of white tinged green flowers in summer, followed by large spherical orange-red fruit.
Requirements:
Full sun in moderately fertile, moist but well-drained soil.
Dracaena hookeriana
SHADE
AGAVACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Native of South Africa. Erect shrub, only occasionally branched, its foliage clustered towards the tops of the stems. Leaves are glossy and up to 1m long with translucent margins.
Height:
To 2m
Flowering:
Tiny white flowers followed by orange red berries. Leaves up to 75cm long with white translucent margins.
Requirements:
Well-drained fertile soil in semi-shade. Not frost tolerant. A good potted plant for indoors or outdoors.
Echeveria elegans
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Stemless or short-stemmed, clump-forming succulent develops into a dense mound of small rosettes of blue-green leaves with red margins. Multiplies readily so is ideal container plant.
Height:
0.5m x 0.25m
Flowering:
Spring, bell-shaped, pinkish-red flowers with yellow petal tips on a long stalk.
Requirements:
Very porous soil in full sun. Plenty of water in Summer but very little to none in Winter.
Echeveria 'Violet Queen'
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Hardy, fast growing species with attractive rosettes of blue grey leaves with purple tips. Offsets are produced freely to form  dense clumps.
Height:
To 0.15 m wide
Flowering:
N/A
Requirements:
Suitable for containers or for growing in the open ground in well drained soil. Full to half sun.  Allow to dry out between waterings and water only occasionally during winter. Drought and frost tolerant
Echium thyrsiflorum
SUN
BORAGINACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Soft wooded shrub with grey-green fuzzy leaves clustered in rosettes at branch ends.
Height:
1.8m
Flowering:
Spring and Summer. Tall straight spikes of pale lavender flowers to 60cm long.
Requirements:
Full sun and light well drained soil not too rich, otherwise plant becomes sappy and unwieldy. Warm climate. Prune lightly after flowering to keep compact. Coastal planting is ideal.
Edmondia pinifolia
SUN
ASTERACEAE 
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Sprawling evergreen South African sub-shrub spectacular in flower.
Height:
0.3m x 0.3m
Flowering:
Spring. Papery daisy-shaped flowers with eye-catching crimson bracts held in flower heads at ends of the branchlets.
Requirements:
Very well drained soil in full sun.
Elettaria cardamomum
SUN
ZINGIBERACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Evergreen rhizomatous perennial with linear-lance-shaped dark green leaves 60cm long, paler and softly hairy underneath.
Height:
2m, but much smaller in containers.
Flowering:
Summer, loose 60cm long panicles of violet-veined white flowers with yellow margined, or pink, lilac or violet-striped lips, followed by aromatic, pale green capsules of seeds. Needs tropical conditions to fruit well but is an attractive foliage plant.
Requirements:
Fertile humus rich soil with some mid-day shade. Water freely when in growth, sparingly in Winter.
Ensete ventricosum
SUN
MUSACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Native to central East Africa, this large leafy perennial is a dramatic ornamental plant for the garden. The huge leaves up to 3.5m long have a bright red mid-rib. The single trunk-like false stem arises from a non-branching underground stem and dies after flowering. Self seeds.
Height:
To 9m
Flowering:
Late Spring. The flower stem grows through the middle of the crown producing a 3m long pendulous spike of flowers surrounded by deep red bracts. The fruit is not edible.
Requirements:
Frost tender. Needs full sun in rich moist well drained soil sheltered from strong winds.
Eranthemum pulchellum
SUN
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Fast growing beautiful shrub from India.
Height:
1 - 2m
Flowering:
Late Winter/early Spring. Dense terminal spikes of violet blue flowers.
Requirements:
Sheltered, part shaded position in good soil and ample water during growth. Cut back fairly hard after flowering to keep compact. Frost tender.
Eucomis comosa
SUN
HYACINTHACEAE
Exotic
BULB
Description:
South African bulbous perennial with semi-erect lance-shaped 70cm long bright green leaves with heavy purple spotting beneath. Good pot-plant.
Height:
0.75m
Flowering:
Summer. Purple striped stems bear 30cm long tight racemes of white star-shaped flowers with conspicuous purple tepal margins and ovaries. Raceme is topped with small tuft of leafy bracts.
Requirements:
Fertile well drained soil in full sun. Water freely in active growth, sparingly in Winter. Loam based potting compost with added sharp sand.
Fatsia japonica
SHADE
ARALIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Evergreen, rounded, dense shrub with large, deeply lobed, glossy, dark green leaves. Ideal for shaded gardens or indoors.
Height:
To 3m x 3m
Flowering:
Dense clusters of tiny white flowers in mid-autumn followed by rounded, black fruits.
Requirements:
Well-drained soil in shade or partial shade. Frost hardy to  -2C. Can be cut back hard to shape.
Fuchsia triphylla 'Gartenmeister Bonstedt'
SEMI SHADE
ONAGRACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Vigorous free flowering fuchsia hybrid of Fuchsia triphylla is an upright, spreading shrub with red-tinged bronze leaves and slender long-tubed flowers. Excellent in pots or in the garden.
Height:
0.6 - 0.75m x 0.45 - 0.6m
Flowering:
Spring/Summer. Bright red flowers.
Requirements:
Moist, fertile well drained soil in part shade and protection from hot winds and afternoon sun. Pinching back at an early age and pruning after flowering ensures good shape and flower yield. Frost tender.
Gardenia thunbergia
SEMI SHADE
RUBIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
From the humid forests of southern Africa, this is an erect shrub with stiff erect branches.
Height:
To 3m
Flowering:
Early Summer. Large single white fragrant flowers held towards the branch tips.
Requirements:
Surface rooted so appreciates regular feeding and mulching and ample water with an annual mulch of compost.
Ginkgo biloba
SEMI SHADE
GINKGOACEAE
Exotic
TREE
Description:
The Maidenhair tree. Upright, deciduous, ancient tree from China, with bright green, fan shaped leaves that turn golden in autumn.
Height:
To 24 m
Flowering:
Inconspicuous. Dull yellow, smelly fruits produced on female trees if male trees are grown nearby.
Requirements:
Prefers deep fertile soil, moderate water, protection from strong winds. Resists pollution.
Graptopetalum paraguayense
SUN
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Perennial succulent native to Mexico has dense rosettes of thick, blunt tipped leaves borne on fleshy stems which are at first erect then bending down with age. Leaves grey with reddish cast and silvery blue ‘bloom’.
Height:
0.2m
Flowering:
Spring. Showy sprays of long lasting white star-shaped flowers rise well above the rosettes.
Requirements:
Very well drained soil in full sun. Ideal for desert and rock gardens.
Hedychium coccineum var. carneum
SEMI SHADE
ZINGIBERACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
This rhizomatous clump forming species from the Himalayas has lance-shaped mid-green leaves and spectacular erect flower spikes.
Height:
To 2m
Flowering:
Summer. Has unusual  pinkish-apricot flowers.
Requirements:
Humus rich moist but well drained soil in partial shade protected from cold winds.
Hedychium greenii
SEMI SHADE
ZINGIBERACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Spectacular rhizomatous clump forming perennial with oblong sharp pointed mid green leaves, 25cm long 5cm wide.
Height:
1.8m x  0.6m
Flowering:
Summer. Butterfly-like, bright red, in terminal cylindrical racemes.
Requirements:
Humus rich moist but well drained soil in sun or part shade. Sheltered from cold winds. Most effective under-planted in groups near still water.
Helichrysum argyrophyllum
SEMI SHADE
ASTERACEAE 
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Evergreen ground cover perennial. Prostrate stems turn up at the ends and are dotted with spoon shaped silvery leaves. Spreads rapidly. Clusters of yellow papery bracts appear from summer to early winter.
Height:
0.1 m, spreads to 1 m or more.
Flowering:
Golden yellow everlasting flowers late summer to autumn.
Requirements:
Likes sun, well drained soil, half hardy to 0 degrees. Drought tolerant.
Helichrysum petiolare
SUN
ASTERACEAE 
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Mound forming, South African trailing evergreen shrub with branching stems and ovate to heart-shaped leaves, densely grey-woolly. Excellent in hanging basket or container.
Height:
0.5m x 2m
Flowering:
Insignificant. Grown for its leaf colour and ground covering properties.
Requirements:
Well drained poor to moderately fertile soil in full sun.
Helichrysum petiolare 'Limelight'
SEMI SHADE
ASTERACEAE 
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Winter flowering South African shrub which forms a mounding ground cover. This plant has bright lime green leaves. Long soft stem and rounded leaves to more than 3cm long. Leaves and stems covered in pale grey down.
Height:
0.3m x 1.5m
Flowering:
Small dull white flowerheads loosely clustered.
Requirements:
Well drained poor to moderately fertile soil in part shade to maintain leaf colour.
Heliotropium arborescens 'Aureum'
SUN
BORAGINACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Spreading evergreen shrub from South America. Foliage is a light golden-green. Good for use in borders and pots.
Height:
0.9m x 0.5m
Flowering:
Abundant sweetly perfumed pale lilac flowers, early spring to late summer.
Requirements:
Fertile free draining soils, summer moisture and shelter from cold. Prune moderately after flowering to encourage new shoots.
Heliotropium arborescens 'Lord Roberts'
SUN
BORAGINACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Bushy, compact shrub; may be short-lived.
Height:
To 1.2m
Flowering:
Summer. Dense, light violet-blue flower-heads.
Requirements:
Fertile, moist but well drained soil in full sun.
Heliotropium arborescens 'White Lady'
SUN
BORAGINACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
White Lady. Long flowering small shrub with fragrant clusters of  white flowers, sometimes tinged with purple.
Height:
To 1m
Flowering:
Fragrant clusters of  white flowers, sometimes tinged with purple. Almost continuously.
Requirements:
Well-drained fertile soil. Moderate water.  Frost tender. Tip prune young plants to promote bushiness. Older plants can be cut back in early spring.
Hibiscus coccineus
SUN
MALVACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Deciduous herb-type hibiscus from the swamps of Georgia and Florida, U.S.A., has tall open growth and distinctive elegant flowers.
Height:
1.5m
Flowering:
Summer. Large, elegant 20cm wide red flowers with widely separated petals.
Requirements:
Warm sunny position in damp, fertile soil. Dies down completely in Winter, re-growing in Spring.
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis 'Apple Blossom'
SUN
MALVACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Tall growing cultivar, eye-catching in flower.
Height:
To 3m
Flowering:
Summer to Autumn profuse pale pink flowers.
Requirements:
Easy to grow in sunny well-drained soil. Water regularly and feed during flowering periods. Trim after flowering to maintain shape.
Hibiscus schizopetalus
SUN
MALVACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Evergreen shrub from eastern tropical Africa, now extinct in the wild, with charming, slender drooping habit. Rounded, toothed deep green leaves.
Height:
3.5 m
Flowering:
Beautiful and unusual long stemmed pendulous scarlet flowers-petals recurved and much cut. Staminal column hangs as though on a silken thread
Requirements:
Sun and well drained soil, feed during flowering period.
Hippeastrum papilio
SUN
AMARYLLIDACEAE
Exotic
BULB
Description:
Butterfly Amaryllis. Virtually evergreen bulb from the Brazilian rainforest with strap-shaped leaves. Good pot specimen.
Height:
0.45 - 0.60 m
Flowering:
Spring. Funnel-shaped  creamy white to light green flowers heavily striped with dark brownish red, 2 to 3 flowers per stem.
Requirements:
Plant with one third of the bulb above the ground. Full sun to light shade. Allow to dry out when dormant in winter. Hardy.
Hoya bella
SEMI SHADE
ASCLEPIADACEAE
Exotic
TRAILER
Description:
Evergreen vine with small dark green waxy leaves.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Crimson/white flowers
Requirements:
Rich moist soils in protected warm position. Drought and frost tender. Can be grown in hanging basket.
Hoya carnosa
SEMI SHADE
ASCLEPIADACEAE
Exotic
CLIMBER
Description:
Twining climber of India, south China and Burma with beautifully scented flowers.
Height:
To 6m
Flowering:
Spring to Autumn, dense convex umbels 8cm across of up to 20 star-shaped, waxy, scented white to pale pink flowers with red centres.
Requirements:
Fertile, moist well drained mix in bright light and shelter from drying winds. Said to flower better if pot-bound.
Hoya kerrii
SEMI SHADE
ASCLEPIADACEAE
Exotic
CLIMBER
Description:
Tropical vine with heart shaped succulent leaves.
Height:
2.4m - 3m.
Flowering:
Flower is maroon and white in usual Hoya form. Late spring to early summer.
Requirements:
Do not overwater. Suitable for container.
Hydrangea macrophylla 'Marie Claire'
SEMI SHADE
HYDRANGEACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Deciduous, bushy shrub with glossy, green leaves.
Height:
1 - 2m
Flowering:
Large, pink, mophead flowers in summer. Colour may change to blue in acid soils.
Requirements:
Well drained, moist, humus-rich soils in shade or part shade. Prune back stems that have flowered. Fertilise in June. Water well in hot weather.
Iresine herbstii 'Aureo-reticulata'
SUN
AMARANTHACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Evergreen perennial with red stems and rounded, mid-green leaves with creamy-yellow or reddish veins, grown for its foliage.
Height:
0.6 m x 0.45 m
Flowering:
Insignificant greenish tassels in late summer
Requirements:
Loamy, well-drained soil, kept moist during growing period. Bright light to retain leaf colour. Pinch out tips in growing season to maintain compact shape. Frost tender, min. 10 – 15C.
Iresine herbstii 'Beefsteak'
SUN
AMARANTHACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Bushy perennial with red stems and rounded purplish-red leaves with paler veins, grown for its foliage.
Height:
0.6 m x 0.45 m
Flowering:
Grown for foliage. Insignificant greenish tassels in late summer.
Requirements:
Loamy, well-drained soil, kept moist during growing period. Bright light to retain leaf colour. Pinch out tips in growing season to maintain compact shape. Frost tender, min. 10 – 15C.
Iris japonica 'Variegata'
SEMI SHADE
IRIDACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Vigorous rhizomatous iris with fan of lance shaped cream banded leaves.
Height:
0.45m x 0.8m
Flowering:
Spring. Branched flower stem with white or lavender flowers, marked with violet and yellow.
Requirements:
Sheltered warm position.
Jasminum multiflorum
SUN
OLEACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Downy Jasmine. Evergreen shrubby vine from India that is usually grown as an open, spreading, mounded shrub. Stems are covered with a downy pubescence.
Height:
1.5 – 3 m as a shrub.
Flowering:
Lightly fragrant, white, star-shaped flowers nearly all year round.
Requirements:
Best in full sun though will take some shade. Fertile well-drained soil. Can be used as a hedge, to cover a pergola etc. Prune to shape.
Justicia adhatoda
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Malabar Nut. Medicinal plant from India. Erect shrub with large mid-green leaves, grown for its attractive flower spikes
Height:
2 - 3m x 1 - 1.5m
Flowering:
Summer. Spikes of tubular bell-shaped white flowers, with a curved upper lip and veined in pinkish purple.
Requirements:
Tropical to warm temperate climate. Fertile, moist well drained soil in partial shade and sheltered from wind. Tip prune to promote bushiness and prune regularly to control spread
Justicia brandegeana
SUN
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Shrimp Plant. Evergreen small shrub from Mexico.
Height:
1 - 1.5 m x 1 m
Flowering:
Curved spikes of red to rusty brown bracts surrounding white flowers, mainly in summer.
Requirements:
Sun to part shade. Frost tender.
Justicia carnea
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Handsome evergreen tropical shrub with attractive leaves and dense erect spikes of flowers.
Height:
1.5m x 0.75m
Flowering:
Summer/Autumn. Pink or rose-purple flowers in spikes.
Requirements:
Fertile, moist well drained soil in partial shade. Water freely when in full growth, less in Winter. Prune back hard in early Spring to encourage branching. Frost tender. Suitable for pot.
Justicia carnea 'Alba'
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Handsome evergreen tropical shrub with attractive leaves and dense erect spikes of flowers.
Height:
1.5m x 0.75m
Flowering:
Summer/Autumn. White flowers in thick spikes.
Requirements:
Fertile, moist well drained soil in partial shade. Water freely when in full growth, less in Winter. Prune back hard in early Spring to encourage branching. Frost tender. Suitable for pot.
Justicia rizzinii
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Dense, evergreen shrub from Brazil with ascending and spreading stems from the base. Small oval leaves.
Height:
About 1m x 1.5m
Flowering:
Pendant scarlet flowers with bright yellow tips most of the year. Peak period in winter and spring.
Requirements:
Fertile well-drained soil. Best in light shade. Frost tender.
Kalanchoe thyrsiflora
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Flapjacks. Perennial succulent. Tightly arranged, basal rosette of large, rounded, fleshy leaves, grey-green with attractive red margins covered with a white powdery bloom.
Height:
0.6 m
Flowering:
Early spring. Flower spike, to 1m, of yellow, lightly fragrant, tubular flowers.
Requirements:
Very well-drained soil. Prefers full sun but will take light shade. Water sparingly in winter. Good as a container specimen, in rockeries etc.
Kohleria eriantha
SHADE
GESNERIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Attractive robust shrubby perennial spreading by rhizomatous root system.
Height:
1.2 m
Flowering:
Excellent summer display of brilliant orange to orange red tubular flowers, singly or clusters of 3-4.
Requirements:
Moist shaded position and less water in winter.
Liriope muscari Variegata
SEMI SHADE
LILIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
A clumping plant, with long linear shaped leaves and cream striping. It is well used in a border situation.
Height:
0.4m x 0.3m
Flowering:
Flowers are lilac and bell shaped, occurring in dense terminal spikes in summer.
Requirements:
Rich moist well drained soil in a protected shady position.
Lonicera hildebrandiana
SUN
CAPRIFOLIACEAE
Exotic
CLIMBER
Description:
Very vigorous, twining climber with large, very fragrant flowers.
Height:
.
Flowering:
Summer. 15cm long, tubular, creamy white flowers that age to orange are borne in pairs in terminal and axillary racemes.
Requirements:
Warmth and humidity in fertile, well drained, humus-rich soil in full to part sun.
Lonicera nitida
SUN
CAPRIFOLIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Dense evergreen shrub with small, oval, dark green leaves. Good for hedging or topiary.
Height:
2m x 3m if left unclipped
Flowering:
Tiny white flowers in spring.
Requirements:
Fertile, well-drained soil. Salt tolerant. Hardy.
Loropetalum chinense var rubrum 'Burgundy'
SEMI SHADE
HAMAMELIDACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Evergreen shrub with horizontally branching habit. Small neat oval leaves are mid to deep green, purple-bronze when new, and form a pleasant background to the flowers.
Height:
2 - 3m
Flowering:
Spring. Fragrant, spider-like pendant purple-pink flowers, major blooming in spring and then intermittently throughout the year.
Requirements:
Undemanding but responds to regular water and fertilizer. Water well when young. Well drained slightly acid soil. Can be easily trained as an espalier or pruned to emphasize its branching habit.
Loropetalum chinense var rubrum 'Ruby'
SUN/SEMI SHADE
HAMAMELIDACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Compact, small, rounded, evergreen shrub with ruby red new growth.
Height:
1 - 1.5m
Flowering:
Pink fringe flowers in spring then intermittently throughout the year.
Requirements:
Well drained soil in light shade to full sun. Water well when young, less when established. Prune lightly after flowering.
Mackaya bella
SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Evergreen shrub, native along stream banks and forests of South Africa. Has glossy deep green oval shaped leaves.
Height:
1 - 2m sprawling.
Flowering:
Spring to autumn and into winter in warm climates. Spikes of 5 petalled, funnel-shaped, lilac pink flowers with dark veins.
Requirements:
Shady and frost-free position with summer watering.
Malvaviscus arboreus var. mexicanus
SUN
MALVACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Showy flowering, quick growing shrub from Mexico, with red bell-shaped flowers, like partially-opened hibiscus flowers.
Height:
2 - 3m
Flowering:
Early summer through to winter.
Requirements:
Enriched, well-drained sandy soil. High humidity and filtered sun to give the best show.
Marsdenia floribunda (syn. Stephanotis floribunda)
SUN
ASCLEPIADACEAE
Exotic
CLIMBER
Description:
Delightful evergreen climber from Madagascar with long-lasting sweetly-scented flowers.
Height:
3m - 4m
Flowering:
Summer, creamy-white waxy heavily perfumed flowers.
Requirements:
Fertile, compost-rich soil with the roots in shade.
Megaskepasma erythrochlamys
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Evergreen spreading shrub from Venezuela, grown for its brilliant floral display. Mid green leaves.
Height:
Up to 3m
Flowering:
Summer-autumn. Deep red flower spikes, up to 30cm long, held well above the leaves.
Requirements:
Sun or part shade, leaf rich moist well-drained soil. Protect from snails. Regular water and fertilizer.
Miscanthus sinensis 'Zebrinus'
SUN
POACEAE
Exotic
GRASS
Description:
One of the most beautiful and least invasive of ornamental grasses, originally from Asia, this cultivar has golden bands irregularly placed across the long drooping 1m leaf blades on narrow canes in large bunches.
Height:
To 3.5m
Flowering:
N/A
Requirements:
Hardy and easy to grow. Most soils.
Monarda didyma ‘Cambridge Scarlet’
SUN
LABIATAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Bee Balm. Scarlet Bergamot. Vigorous, clump-forming, herbaceous perennial with hairy, aromatic foliage. Flowers and leaves are used in potpourri.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Whorls of rich, red flowers in summer, very attractive to bees.
Requirements:
Humus rich, moist, well-drained soil in sun or part shade. Frost hardy. Deadhead to prolong flowering.
Murraya koenigii
SUN
RUTACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Aromatic brown shrub from India; gives the leaves used in curries and other spicy dishes.
Height:
3m
Flowering:
Summer. Loose sprays of small fragrant creamy-white flowers stand out against the fresh green foliage, followed by black berries.
Requirements:
Full sun or part shade and humus rich moist but well drained soil. Early pruning and clipping after flowering ensures a compact, well shaped shrub.
Musa velutina
SUN
MUSACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Ornamental dwarf banana species.
Height:
1.8m
Flowering:
Upward facing yellow flowers with red bracts followed by small velvety red bananas.
Requirements:
Fertile, moist soil in full sun and protection from wind.
Myrtus communis
SUN
MYRTACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
The evergreen Mediterranean plant for which the myrtle family was named. Densely foliaged shrub with dark green glossy leaves that exude a strong fragrance when crushed.
Height:
To 3m
Flowering:
Spring. Long stemmed, highly fragrant, pure white, 5 petalled flowers with massed brush-like stamens followed by 12mm blue-black berries on single stalks.
Requirements:
Most well drained soil in sun or shade. Trimming keeps it compact and can be a formally clipped container plant or hedge.
Neomarica bicolor
SEMI SHADE
IRIDACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
This is a tropical iris from Central America. A most unusual plant, it has sword shaped leaves and the weight of its blooms bend the flower stems down so they take root and hence the name Walking Iris. Excellent indoor plant.
Height:
0.6m
Flowering:
Fragrant flowers in late Spring/Summer, open for one day only. Three inner petals coloured white, yellow and brown and the three outer petals are blue.
Requirements:
Prefers rich soil, warm conditions and part shade, although can handle some sun. Frost tender.
Neomarica caerulea
SEMI SHADE
IRIDACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Iris-like perennial native to Brazil and Peru has stiff sword-shaped leaves.
Height:
0.8m to 1m
Flowering:
Spring/Summer, blue flowers with attractive central striping.
Requirements:
Sun or part shade in rich soil and plenty of water in Summer.
Odontonema callistachyum
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
From Mexico, this shrub has oblong to elliptic-ovate leaves 30cm in length and tubular flowers in strongly erect terminal raceme-like panicles.
Height:
To 4m
Flowering:
Autumn. Red flowers.
Requirements:
Coarse, fertile, well drained loam in bright filtered light or with part day shade. Water plentifully when in full growth. Tip-pruning of young plants ensures bushy growth.
Ophiopogon japonicus
SUN
LILIACEAE
Exotic
GRASS
Description:
Perennial plant, native of China and Japan. Stem is erect and flowering, leaves dark green and grass-like.
Height:
0.35m x 0.3m
Flowering:
Flowers white or mauve and trumpet shaped. Fruit blue berries.
Requirements:
Adaptable to most soils, but prefers open sunny position. Frost resistant but drought tender.
Pachystachys lutea
SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Erect shrub with strongly veined mid to dark green leaves, very eye-catching when in flower.
Height:
1.6m to 2m
Flowering:
Summer to early Autumn, 10cm terminal flower stems composed of overlapping bright golden-yellow bracts surmounted by small white flowers.
Requirements:
Fertile, moist well drained soil in shade or part shade or in a bright spot indoors.
Pelargonium capitatum
SUN
GERANIACEAE
Exotic
GROUND COVER
Description:
Fairly weak stemmed, sometimes trailing plant with grey green, strongly lobed, hairy, highly aromatic leaves.
Height:
0.3m or more
Flowering:
Small pink to mauve flowers in Spring not showy but plant grown for its foliage.
Requirements:
Well drained soil in full sun.
Phlomis fruticosa
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Jerusalem Sage. Evergreen shrub, native of Southern Europe, grown for its strikingly beautiful flowers.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Summer. Yellow flowers borne in whorls.
Requirements:
Well drained soil in sunny exposed position. Tolerates coastal areas quite well. Prune by half in Autumn to maintain neat habit.
Plectranthus ecklonii (purple)
SEMI SHADE
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Attractive South African shrub with an erect bushy habit and large deep green leaves.
Height:
To 1.8m
Flowering:
Autumn, tubular violet flowers in erect terminal panicles.
Requirements:
Moist, well drained soil in part shade protected from frost and prolonged dry conditions. Cutting back in early Spring produces better flowering.
Plectranthus saccatus
SEMI SHADE
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
From east S. Africa, an erect freely branched soft stemmed shrub with purple tinged stems and leaves. Good pot-plant.
Height:
To 1.2m
Flowering:
Summer/Autumn, simple 10cm inflorescence of pale blue flowers in clusters of 1-3.
Requirements:
Medium fertile loam-based potting mix. Plenty of water in the growing season, dry in Winter. Prune to maintain shape. Outdoors in moist well drained soil in part shade. Protect from frost and prolonged dry conditions.
Primula bulleyana
SEMI SHADE
PRIMULACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Candelabra Primula. Neat, upright perennial from China. Sturdy clump of mid-green leaves form a rosette with upright spikes of flowers arising from the centre. Very long lived.
Height:
To 0.6m
Flowering:
Tiered 60cm spikes of orange-yellow flowers in late spring, early summer.
Requirements:
Partial shade in rich, moist soil.
Primula poissonii
SEMI SHADE
PRIMULACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Native to Sichuan where it is a common streamside plant. Evergreen leaves make a lush rosette close to the ground.
Height:
o.4 - 0.6m
Flowering:
Tall- stemmed, purplish pink flowers with yellow eyes in late spring/summer.
Requirements:
Part sun to shade. Moist but well-drained soil.
Rondeletia amoena
SUN
RUBIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Erect branching shrub, native to Central America, grown for its dense rounded clusters of scented flowers and dark green oval leaves 15cm long.
Height:
3m x 1.8m
Flowering:
Spring. Pink flowers.
Requirements:
Sun or part shade. Well drained slightly acid soil containing organic matter.
Roses

From time to time, we have roses for sale. Species and cultivars will vary.
Rosmarinus officinalis 'Benenden Blue'
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Evergreen aromatic herb with dark green foliage.
Height:
To 1m
Flowering:
Vivid blue flowers in summer.
Requirements:
Tolerates poor soils as long as the drainage is good. Full sun.
Rothmannia globosa
SEMI SHADE
RUBIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Spreading large shrub or small tree from South Africa has beautifully fragrant flowers.
Height:
3.5m
Flowering:
Spring. Masses of creamy-white flowers with yellow throats and gardenia-like perfume in the leaf axils or at branch tips.
Requirements:
Frost tender. Sheltered sunny or semi-shaded site in well drained soil enriched with organic matter.
Ruellia dipteracantha
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Ground hugging shrub with velvety leaves from Mexico.
Height:
0.1m
Flowering:
Spring. Showy lilac coloured flowers with prominent purple veins.
Requirements:
Warm, sheltered, semi-shaded position in fibrous, well drained soil.
Ruellia elegans
SUN
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Bushy Brazilian sub-shrub, looks good in informal borders. It has pointed oval leaves and large lobed tubular flowers.
Height:
0.6m x 0.6m
Flowering:
Summer with clusters of red flowers.
Requirements:
Fertile, humus rich soil in sun. Frost tender.
Salvia 'Anthony Parker'
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Large, shrubby salvia with greyish leaves.
Height:
1 - 2 m
Flowering:
Spikes, to 10cm, of deep purple-blue flowers in autumn and into winter.
Requirements:
Best in full sun in well drained soil. Frost hardy and drought tolerant. Cut back after flowering.
Salvia azurea
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Bushy upright perennial with a long flowering period.
Height:
0.5m - 2m
Flowering:
Late summer throughout autumn. Intense sky-blue (sometimes white) flower spikes.
Requirements:
Well drained soil in full sun. Hardy, frost tolerant. Cut back after flowering to maintain bushiness. Frost hardy
Salvia 'Black Knight'
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Non seeding hybrid of unknown origin and parentage but is similar to Salvia cv. “Purple Majesty” which was produced at Huntington Botanic Gardens in 1977 and has S. guarantica and S. gesneraeflora cv. 'Tequila' as parents
Height:
2m, bushy
Flowering:
Spring to Autumn. Striking deep purple tubular flowers.
Requirements:
Full sun in open light textured soil and adequate water in dry weather.
Salvia elegans
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Open branched perennial or sub-shrub from Mexico and Guatemala with light green scented leaves and edible flowers.
Height:
To 1.8m
Flowering:
Late Summer and Autumn. Small bright red tubular bird-attracting flowers, which are delicious added to desserts and salads for colour and flavour.
Requirements:
Full sun, well drained light textured soils enriched with manure and adequate summer water.
Salvia forskaohlei
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
GROUND COVER
Description:
Herbaceous perennial from the Balkan Peninsula. It has slightly hairy basal leaves that form an evergreen rosette of large, bright green, crinkled leaves.
Height:
0.75 m x 0.75 m
Flowering:
Flowering stalks of showy violet-blue flowers with yellow and blue markings, that rise above the leaves in mid-summer.
Requirements:
Loamy, well drained soil in full sun or part shade. Hardy. Deciduous in cold climates.
Salvia greggii 'Alba'
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Compact small shrub.
Height:
0.8 - 1m
Flowering:
Profusion of small white flowers summer-autumn.
Requirements:
Easy to grow. Needs excellent drainage, half to full day of sun. Drought tolerant but likes weekly watering. Cut back spent inflorescences, and prune to shape before spring growth.
Salvia 'Indigo Spires'
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Perennial of sprawling habit with a long flowering period. Leaves 7-8mm long.
Height:
1 - 1.5m
Flowering:
Blue-violet and purple calyces in spikes of up to 30mm in early summer.
Requirements:
Full sun preferred, although part shade is also suitable. Regular watering.
Salvia involucrata
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Charming tall perennial evergreen shrubby plant from the highlands of Central Mexico.
Height:
Erect canes to 1.5m
Flowering:
All Summer to Autumn, loose flower spikes of mauve to magenta, each flower 5cm long, tubular but swollen in the middle.
Requirements:
Salvia karwinskii
SUN
LABIATAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Semi deciduous.
Height:
1.8m x 1.2m
Flowering:
Coral pink with green calyx. Flowers in winter.
Requirements:
SUN. Rich well drained soil. Cut back in Winter to promote new growth and flowers.
Salvia leucantha
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Native to Mexico and tropical Central America, a dependable woody sub-shrub with a constant display of flowers on long arching spikes. Attractive grey-green foliage.
Height:
1 - 1.2m
Flowering:
Purple and white.
Requirements:
Full sun, good drainage and occasional water.
Salvia mexicana 'Limelight'
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Fast-growing, evergreen perennial, grey-green foliage with contrasting veins. Unusual cultivar.
Height:
To 2m
Flowering:
Summer to Autumn, dramatic spikes of large chartreuse-green calyces with vibrant violet-blue flowers.
Requirements:
Well-drained, light textured soil, moderate water in growing season. Frost tender. Prune to shape in early spring.
Salvia microphylla ‘Huntingdon’
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Red Mexican Sage. Hardy, reliable shrub with small bright green leaves.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Bright red flowers from spring through summer.
Requirements:
Well-drained soil in sun. Cold and drought tolerant, also suitable for hot, humid areas. Prune after flowering.
Salvia splendens 'van Houttei'
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Small shrub native to Brazil.
Height:
1m x 1m
Flowering:
Summer. Deep dull red calyx with large lighter red flowers.
Requirements:
Well drained light textured soil and prefers a little shade.
Salvia 'Waverley' 
SEMI SHADE
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Shrubby salvia with a tidy habit.
Height:
1 m x 1 m
Flowering:
Spikes of white and purple flowers, October to May
Requirements:
Well drained soil. Cut back lightly after flowering.
Santolina chamaecyparissus
SUN
ASTERACEAE 
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Evergreen, rounded, dense shrub with narrow, silvery, aromatic leaves divided into tiny segments.
Height:
0.35m x 0.35m
Flowering:
Yellow button-like flowers in summer.
Requirements:
Grow in full sun in well drained soil. Water regularly to establish. Very drought tolerant. Tolerates frost but not constant high humidity. Cut back in spring.
Saxifraga stolonifera
SUN
SAXIFRAGACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Rounded kidney shaped mid to dark green serrated leaves form dense mounds of foliage.
Height:
0.3m x 0.4m
Flowering:
Summer, tall loose stems of white flowers 40cm long, spotted with red or yellow.
Requirements:
Shallow rooted, requires free draining fertile soil in sun or part shade.
Schotia brachypetala
SUN
FABACEAE
Exotic
TREE
Description:
Small South African tree, spectacular in flower. Bird attracting.
Height:
9 – 15m
Flowering:
Spring. Deep red flowers producing copious nectar.
Requirements:
Light to medium, well drained soil in full sun. Warm frost free site sheltered from strong winds.
Scutellaria ventenatii
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
From Colombia, this plant is easily grown and flowers for a long period.
Height:
0.5m x 0.5m.
Flowering:
Deep crimson to magenta flowers in Spring, Summer and into Autumn if regularly deadheaded.
Requirements:
Any well drained soil in full sun or partial shade. Tolerant of fairly dry soils but does best with regular watering.
Sedum nussbaumerianum
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
Slow growing succulent from Mexico. Leaves turn orange-red when grown in sun.
Height:

Flowering:
Lightly fragrant, small white blooms Dec.-Feb.
Requirements:
Well drained soil in sun or semi-shade. Moderately frost tolerant. Good in pots, hanging baskets or as groundcover.
Sedum pachyphyllum
SUN
CRASSULACEAE
Exotic
SUCCULENT
Description:
From Mexico, a succulent sub-shrub, with long triangular leaves tipped with red.
Height:
To 0.3m
Flowering:
Winter and spring, yellow flowers, held above the plant.
Requirements:
Porous soil in full sun.
Solandra longiflora
SUN
SOLANACEAE
Exotic
CLIMBER
Description:
Striking evergreen climber of tropical America with shiny leathery foliage and large trumpet flowers.
Height:
To 8m or so.
Flowering:
Spring. 30cm long cream coloured trumpets with a delicious fragrance.
Requirements:
Fertile well drained soil in warm position protected from frost. Water freely when in growth. Thin out crowded stems after flowering.
Solenostemon scutellarioides
SEMI SHADE
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Tropical plants usually grown as an annual in temperate areas. These particular varieties were grown from cuttings of old fashioned varieties supplied to the RBG by Bob Cherry.
Height:
0.6m x 0.3m
Flowering:
Unimportant. Grown for their colourful leaves. Remove flowering stems.
Requirements:
Frost tender. Humus rich, moist well-drained soil in warm position protected from hot sun. Adequate Summer watering. Pinch back to promote bushiness.
Strobilanthes flaccidifolius
SEMI SHADE
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Attractive bushy sub-shrub for shaded area in well-drained moist soil. Very eye-catching.
Height:
1.5m x 1m
Flowering:
Masses of pink tubular flowers, autumn to winter.
Requirements:
Semi shade, will grow under a tree canopy.
Tabernaemontana cerifera
SUN
APOCYNACEAE
Exotic
TREE
Description:
Desirable small tree with beautifully perfumed flowers.
Height:
Slow growing to 4m or so
Flowering:
Abundant white ‘starry’ flowers.
Requirements:
Moist humus rich soil and plenty of water in Summer. Warm situation.
Tacca chantrieri (black form)
SHADE
DILLENIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Rhizomatous perennial with large soft leaves.
Height:
0.8 - 1m
Flowering:
Dark-veined purple/black flower.
Requirements:
Soil or potting mix rich in organic matter. Needs humidity and warmth.
Tacca chantrieri (white form)
SHADE
DILLENIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
From monsoon forests of West Africa and S.E. Asia, rhizomatous perennials grown for their handsome foliage and unusual flowers.
Height:
0.3m
Flowering:
Summer, flower umbels produced with green/purplish bracts on stems up to 60cm long. Individual flowers are nodding, bell-shaped, 6 petalled and green, turning purple with long pendant maroon to purple threads.
Requirements:
Frost tender, requiring warmth and humidity in fertile, humus-rich soil, moist but well drained. Water freely.
Tetranema mexicanum syn. T. roseum
SHADE
SCROPHULARIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Small, evergreen perennial sometimes known as Mexican Violet or Mexican Foxglove.
Height
0.15 - 0.3 m
Flowering:
Wide tubular flowers purple to pale violet with spotted throats. Flowering mainly through warmer months.
Requirements:
Can be grown in pots or the open ground. Must have well-drained soil high in organic matter. Best in shade or filtered light in a humid atmosphere. Water regularly through warmer months, but only occasionally in winter. Enjoys similar conditions to African violets.
Teucrium fruticans
SUN
LAMIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Bushy evergreen shrub from the west Mediterranean with aromatic ovate silvery grey leaves. Makes a good low neat hedge and does well in seaside gardens.
Height:
1m x 2 - 3m
Flowering:
Spring/Summer, whorls of attractive pale blue tubular flowers borne in terminal racemes.
Requirements:
Light well drained soil in full sun.
Thunbergia natalensis
SUN
ACANTHACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Very attractive soft wooded South African shrub.
Height:
1m
Flowering:
Soft blue throughout Summer. Dies down completely in Winter.
Requirements:
Sun and liberal water in Summer. Any reasonably rich soil with adequate drainage.
Tradescantia pallida 'Purpurea'
SEMI SHADE
COMMELINACEAE
Exotic
GROUND COVER
Description:
From eastern Mexico, this plant forms a dense clump of purple foliage. Attractive pot or basket plant.
Height:
0.3m
Flowering:
Summer. Small pink flowers.
Requirements:
Moist to dry fertile soil in sun or part shade. Cut back ruthlessly to prevent becoming straggly.
Trevesia sundaica
SUN
ARALIACEAE
Exotic
SHRUB
Description:
Tall shrub or small tree often grown indoors for its attractive foliage.
Height:
To 7 m.
Flowering:
Garden grown, this bears sprays of greenish white flowers late summer to autumn.
Requirements:
Garden plants need shade and shelter with protection from cold wind. Indoors grow in medium to high light with regular summer moisture. Keep fairly dry in winter.
Tulbaghia violacea 'Variegata'
SUN
ALLIACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Vigorous, clump forming South African perennial with corm-like rhizomes and cream-striped leaves.
Height:
0.45 - 0.6 m x 0.25 m
Flowering:
Summer to Autumn, large, terminal umbels of fragrant lilac flowers.
Requirements:
Good drainage, full sun in garden or container. Good border plant or in rock-garden.
Zingiber zerumbet
SEMI SHADE
ZINGIBERACEAE
Exotic
PERENNIAL
Description:
Pinecone Ginger. Shampoo Ginger. From tropical Asia, with long, narrow, opposite leaves. Will multiply rapidly to form a clump. Dies back in winter.
Height:
1.5m - 2m.
Flowering:
Late summer to autumn. Separate stems carry green pinecone-shaped bracts with pale yellow flowers. After flowering the bracts turn from green to red. Used in flower arrangements.
Requirements:
Fertile, moist, well-drained soil. Part sun to bright filtered light.
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