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Must
see

Guided Walks

H A R B O U R

Mrs Macquarie’s
Chair

Join our guides to learn about the
Garden’s rich history and plant diversity.
All tours depart from the Garden Shop
Visitor Centre.
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Free Guided Walks
10.30 am – 12 pm daily
Aboriginal Heritage Tour
daily (excluding Sundays and public
holidays)
10 am – 11.30am
Fleetfrom
Steps

MRS M
ACQ

Botanic Gardens Restaurant and Café
Garden Shop
Visitor Information
Toilets
Meet here for guided walks
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F A R M

Bookings and information:
rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au
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Ceratopetalum apetalum
'Albery's Red' NSW Christmas Bush
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This month our volunteer guides have
selected plants for their abundant
floral display, either singularly or ‘en
masse’, and others for the exceptional
size of their flowers. Some, like the
NSW Christmas bush (pictured
above) remind us that Christmas is
fast approaching. Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year from all our
staff and volunteers.

#RBGSydney
#MustSeeRBG

1. Summer Meadow
A carpet of flowers woven
together by serpentine paths
demonstrates the floral abundance
of the daisy family (Asteraceae).
Cosmos, Sunflowers, Dahlias,
Zinnias (pictured) and Marigolds
create a living piece of art rich
in colour and fun. Asteraceae
is one of the largest and most
widespread families of flowering
plants on the planet, not only
economically important for the
foods and medicines they produce but a vital source of food for
bees and birds.

4. A
 ctinotis helianthi
(Flannel flower)

6. B
 anksia plagiocarpa
(Hinchinbrook Banksia)

As you move from under the
shade look out for the large
wave like sculpture on the hill
surrounded by a splash of colour.
Our native flora is well known
for vibrant and unique colour but
less noted for delicate textures
experienced through touch.
Flannel flowers are one such
plant common in Sydney’s native
bushland. Pleasing on the eye and
soothing to touch as the entire
plant has a soft woolly feel due to the presence of down-like white
hairs.

This striking Banksia grows to
five metres tall and is endemic to
Hinchinbrook Island, and nearby
areas of mainland far north
Queensland. Originally collected in
1860, it remained unnamed until
it was ‘rediscovered’ in the 1980’s.
Since this time its characteristic
candelabra shape, blue-grey flower
buds and tomentose (furry) rust
coloured new growth have made
it a very popular choice as an
ornamental garden specimen and cut flower.

2.HSBC Oriental Garden
Established in 1997, and still
maintained with the assistance of
major sponsor HSBC, this garden
contains plants and garden features
originating in northern Asia but
very much a part of our multicultural gardening tradition. Wind
your way along paths and shaded
boardwalks to discover vibrant Day
Lilies (Hemerocallis spp.), subtle
Rose of Sharon (Hibiscus syriacus),
funky Snake Lilies (Amorphophallus
bulbifer) pictured, stately Lions and much more….

3. Tipuana tipu
(Tipa, Rosewood or Pride of Bolivia)
This deciduous tree originates
from South America and is the only
species in the Genus of Tipuana
(monotypic). A tree that can grow
as wide as it is does tall (30 m),
Tipa makes for a grand shade tree.
Bright yellow flowers are splashed
throughout the canopy in late
spring and early summer in Sydney
and are followed by relatively light
pods with a seed at one end which
fall like little ‘helicopters’ later in
the season.

5. L
 agunaria patersonia
(Norfolk Island Hibiscus, Cow itch tree)
This species of Lagunaria native
to Norfolk Island is one of only
two in the genus, the other comes
from Queensland. Growing to
12 – 20m in height the Norfolk
Island Hibiscus is used worldwide
as an ornamental tree for large
gardens. The flowers are followed
by capsules containing black seeds
and many fibreglass like hairs
that cause irritation. Look out for
the pretty Cotton Harlequin bug
which feed on these trees.

7. Corymbia ‘Summer Red’
(Red Flowering Gum)
This small tree packs a lot of
floral punch in Summer! Planted
here in 2004, this flowering gum
(a grafted hybrid of C. ficifolia
and C. ptychocarpa) is a glorious
representative of our Australian
native flora and iconic gum trees.
Flowers cover the tree canopy
giving easy access to hordes
of native and non-native birds
feeding on its rich supply of nectar. Flowers are followed by large urn
shaped capsules which are a distinctive characteristic of this genus
Corymbia.

PLANT OF THE MONTH
Vriesea imperialis (Imperial Bromeliad)
Size matters when you are clinging to the cliff of an inselberg,
literally an ‘island of rock’, on the Atlantic coast of Brazil. These
enormous inflorescences of nectar rich flowers attract hungry
pollinators with their size and colour. These members of the
pineapple family also help to create habitat for other animals and
plants in these extreme arid environments by their ability to store
over 20 litres of water in their large tanks.

