Guided Tours
Behind the Scenes Sensory Tour
Friday 10 am – 12.pm
Aboriginal Heritage Tour
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday
10-11.30 am
Free guided walks
Daily 10.30 am – 12 pm and Monday to
Friday 1pm-2pm.
All tours depart from the Garden Shop
Visitor Centre.

Bookings and information:
rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

Must
see
Zingiber spectabile Bee Hive Ginger
in our Tropical Garden

March

Our volunteer guides are united by a
shared love of plants. Between March
21 and April 5, Lion Gate Lodge will
host an art exhibition devoted to the
love of plants, featuring talks and
walks organised by our Foundation
and Friends. https://www.rbgsyd.nsw.
gov.au/whatson/plantswithaheart

#RBGSydney
#MustSeeRBG

1. Dichorisandra thyrsiflora
(Blue Ginger)

4. Tetroganula carbonaria
(Stingless Bee)

Blue Ginger illuminates a shady
spot with its vivid blue flowers.
However, it is not a true ginger but
a member of the Spiderwort family
(Commelinaceae). Dichorisandra
pollen is shed from terminal pores in
the male parts of flowers (anthers).
Researchers have concluded that the
release of this pollen is stimulated by
“buzz” pollinators. These pollinators,
usually bees, vibrate or agitate the flower and stimulate the release
of pollen.

One of the over 1700 species of bees
native to Australia but one of the
few that forms a social nest or hive.
They feed on pollen and nectar and
usually make their nests, containing
thousands of bees in large tree
trunks. Constructed from a waxy
substance secreted by workers and
resin collected from trees, the nest has
a spiral-shaped honeycomb centre.
Honey is made and stored in pot-like structures near the outer edge
of the nest. These bees are important pollinators of a wide range of
Australian plants including Macadamia trees.

2. L
 agerstroemia 'Eaves Pink'
(Crepe Myrtle)
This striking pink hybrid Crepe
Myrtle has stood the test of time.
Bred by Brisbane nursery man
Samuel Eaves in the late nineteenth
century, it is a testament to the
resilience of these small trees. The
species, Lagerstroemia indica is
widespread in East Asia and has
been grown in Australia since 1836.
Popular not only for their pastel
coloured flowers but also for their
mottled smooth bark and distinctive
twisted limbs.

5. Tabernaemontana cerifera (Paper
Gardenia)
White, fragrant flowers cover this
evergreen tree from New Caledonia.
It belongs to the Frangipani family
(Apocynaceae) and like many
members of this family, has poisonous
white sap. Although rarely grown as
an ornamental it is easy to grow in
warm temperate to tropical climate
zones. It requires full sun and welldrained soil enriched with organic
material. Plants are available at our
Growing Friends Nursery, open
Monday to Friday 11am - 2pm and Saturday 10am - 2pm.

3. N
 icotiana tabacum (Tobacco)
Arguably the deadliest plant in
human history, Tobacco is a member
of the Solanaceae (Tomato family).
It originated in the Caribbean but
is cultivated world-wide. It is an
annual branched herb up to 2.5 m
tall, with large green leaves and long,
trumpet-shaped, pinkish flowers. All
parts of the plant are sticky, being
covered with short viscid-glandular
hairs which exude a yellow secretion
containing nicotine. Seeds of tobacco were brought by the First
Fleet to Sydney in 1788 and cultivated in the early years of European
settlement.

P
 LANT OF THE MONTH
Yucca gigantea
(Spineless Yucca)
Yucca gigantea (Spineless Yucca) is the tallest of all Yucca
species growing to ten metres with a large swollen trunk. It is
native to Mexico and Central America and like other species
of Yucca has fragrant flowers that open at night. Flowers are
pollinated by moths who lay their eggs in the ovules of the
flower before transferring pollen to the flower’s stigma. The
moth’s larvae hatch and feed on a small proportion of the
developing seeds, so that both moth and plant benefit in a
mutualistic relationship.

6. Portea petropolitana var. extensa
This spectacular member of the
Pineapple (Bromeliad) family
originates from the Atlantic coast of
Brazil where it grows on rocks or in
sandy soil. The flower spike emerges
well above the rosette of lime green
leaves. Lavender flowers are followed
by bright blue berries. It is sun hardy
and forms large clumps made up of
new offsets (“pups”), that emerge
from the base of the parent plant.
After flowering individual rosettes die
but new “pups” continue to grow and
flower.

7. Ceiba speciosa - (Silk Floss Tree)
This deciduous, South American
tree in the Hibiscus family
(Malvaceae), is one of our most
spectacular flowering trees. When
young, trees have green trunks
covered in thick conical thorns.
As the tree ages, the bark turns
grey and thorns are no longer
present. After flowering, green
pods form, filled with fibrous, fluffy
material reminiscent of cotton or
silk surrounding black seeds. This
material is water repellent and has
been used for stuffing pillows and mattresses.

