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Thanks for the wonderful memories
On the home front, after a long
journey my sister is on the improve
and looking towards a bright future.
My days are kept busy with dealing
with family affairs and preparing to
move ourselves in 2022. I’m looking
forward to a post covid retirement
of volunteering and creating a new
garden, starting of course with cuttings
and seeds from our current garden
that will be a challenge to leave.

Elizabeth and Phil with community members Ray and Nina from Benjamin Short Grove
with their Award at the Ivy Night Club industry Awards night 2021.

Over 13 years working with

Community Greening. Where did
those years go? As I reflect on those
years, I feel satisfied, grateful and
proud. Not everyone is fortunate
enough to complete their working
life feeling like that!
Working as a Community Greening
officer was a privilege. Working
beside community members with
a real desire to make this world
a better place, creating gardens,
sharing, extending a hand of
friendship and building stronger
communities. I felt a sense of reward
seeing your achievements and how
you went about making a difference
to your lives and those of others.
In my 13 years I had 3 leaders –
first Steve, then Yolande and Phil.

All 3 supported me and gave me
opportunities to do the best I could
for the people we worked with. I
thank them sincerely for that.
I had 3 heads of department as well
– Janelle, Mel and our current gem
Yvette. They too supported me and
the program to grow and prosper.
They would not hesitate to support
me on a personal level and for that I
am so grateful.
Fellow Community Greening and
Youth Community Greening team
mates included Cathy, Julie and
Felicity and in more recent years
Peter, Brendan, Paddie and Darren.
These people are caring, passionate
and dedicated with the interests of
our gardeners and the environment
firmly in their hearts and minds.

I truly hope our paths meet again
and I send my love, best wishes,
good health and happiness to you
all. I will always be keen to follow
Community Greening and the
gardeners that make the program
special. Community Greening
welcome our new team members
Adina and Ailee and I wish them a
long, happy and fruitful time with
the team. Once gardens are back
to ‘normal’ I’m sure all will be given
the same warm welcome, friendship
and enthusiasm shown to me by our
wonderful gardeners.”
Elizabeth

Elizabeth and Marjorie collecting one of
Marjories’ many awards for the Bidwill
Community.

Gardening Tips
Summer is just around the corner

and is such an exciting time;
lockdown is easing and we can start
to get out and see each other more,
it’s an excuse to start fresh. Why
not make good use of this time
and start to expertly prepare your
garden.
1. WEEDS! It’s time to pull out the
weeds that have accumulated
over winter and early spring.
Manually pulling them out is the
most effective and instantaneous
way to get rid of them. Flowers
and other plants prefer a tidy
place to grow in, so make sure
you have a tidy plot of soil for
them.
2. COMPOST! If you haven’t
already enriched your soil with
compost and organic matter such
as rotted chicken or cow manure,
now is the time to do it. Dig it
through to the depth of your
spade to get it right into the top
soil - this will also aerate the soil
and free it up ready for your new
plants. Take a drive with a friend
to rural area Horse manure can
often be found for $1 per bag so
your garden will thrive and not
cost the earth!

3. PLAN! Think about your overall
garden layout. Work out the
best system for what you want to
grow. Consider: aspect, soil type
and water requirements.
4. SPRING CLEAN YOUR
GARDEN: make sure to wash
your pots. Sweep and weed
paths, tidy up and get rid of
any timber, pots or rubbish so
no pests or diseases that could
potentially harm your plants can
be hiding. Be thorough! They can
live in the tiniest of nooks and
crannies.
5. CLEAN your gardening tools.
Make sure your gardening tools
are in tip-top shape. Just like the
rest of the garden, they may also
carry bugs or diseases, so give
them a good scrub as well to
ensure they don’t have a chance
to infect your plants.

6. SEEDS! Look for a variety of
ways to get your seeds, and
plant a variety of seeds Ask a
neighbour or garden friend for
old seedlings, check out seeds
you’ve never planted before
at hardware stores, or get
cuttings from a friend, or you
could even join our Facebook
group lots of sharing online
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/298284787339086/.
Late Spring early Summer
(Sprummer) is a great time to get
seeds started in all areas. The
possibilities are endless!

Vegetables tips
• Shade new plantings and avoid
watering over the leaves (try and
water in the morning to help
prevent fungal problems).
• Watch for fungus disease (remove
damage as you see it) and keep
your eyes open for caterpillars on
vegetables.
• Look for fruit fly in flowering fruit
such as tomatoes, capsicum,
eggplant and citrus.
• Check citrus trees for leaf miner
which attacks new leaves. Cut out
badly affected leaves and spray
with a horticultural oil.

Sow in Spring & Summer		

Harvest (weeks)

Sow in Spring & Summer		

Harvest (weeks)

Bush (Dwarf) beans

D

8-14

Okra

DS

10-14

Capsicum,

DS

12-16

Pumpkin

DS

12-20

Carrots,

D

10-12

Radish

DS

4-8

Chilli,

DS

8-15

Snake Beans

DS

8-14

Choko, (plant fruit)

DS

14-16

Squash

DS

8-14

Climbing beans,

D

8-14

Sweet potato (tuber/cutting)

DS

16-20

Corn,

D

12-14

Eggplants,

DS

12-14

Cucumber,

DS

8-12

Tomatoes (try mini pear or cherry)

DS

10-14

Lettuce,

DS

4-6

Watermelons

DS

14-16

Key: D= sow direct

S= sow in seed tray

DS = sow direct or seed tray

*=frost tender

Remember the vegetables which have large seeds are best grown by seed and are also usually the easiest to grow
and plant seeds no deeper than twice their size deep.

News update from Hamilton South

Without doubt, Sharon and I say

it often, the garden has kept us
mentally and physically healthy
during the past 20-months and
Covid challenges. It has become
the ‘hub’ for donated items, coffee
catch ups (working with health
guidelines). It has been a social
point which brings together a
community who has opened up
and loved the social interaction.
Great to see men also coming by to
say hello. The best spring in a very
long time and all of the gardens
are responding to it. However
without supplies from Community
Greening for months due to travel
restrictions, Sharon became very
creative. Compost was made from
plant cuttings, grass cuttings from
our next-door neighbour and back
of the shops. Buckets of salad waste
donated from the takeaway shop
and dry leaves from the next-door
complex raked. Most important
Penny gave the garden six bags
of horse manure. A huge thank
you. The garden looks beautiful.
CatholicCare have allowed us
limited use of bathroom and kitchen
facilities.
Our friends at Community
Greening Royal Botanic Gardens
have been producing online
facebook live sessions each week.
Great ideas as we move into spring
and summer. Ideas and competition
activities to keep us all busy.

Interested?
Community Greening NSW has a
Facebook group page. Our after
school gardening programs are
on hold until restrictions ease. It
may take a while; however, we can
put some plans and programs in
place. The very good news is that
the community has been successful
in a grant submission application.
This will allow us to purchase a new
BBQ. It will also pay for children’s
snacks and drinks at the monthly
children’s gardening sessions.
Spoonville A wonderful idea
spreading throughout the
region – where people decorate
a wooden kitchen spoon and
place it in a garden to create a
village of people. Allana Harris
has volunteered to get the
Hamilton South event underway
in the community garden. A
great project for our kid’s activity
afternoons. Hopefully starting again
in November, We are trying to
introduce positive experiences for
children and will constantly work
hard to achieve this as volunteers.
Thanks to Newcastle grants we will
be shopping for a new BBQ.
Message from Peter and Michael
residents at Wesley Mission Fowler
Street property.
Wesley Coordinators have not been
able to visit due to restrictions

as has Brenden from Community
Greening. However Michael and
Peter have been busy. Michael put
mulch on the new native garden
and trimmed the trees in the
larger garden area. The complex
vegetable garden is looking very
healthy. Peter has installed shelves
outside Karon’s unit for her muchloved pot plants.
The whole space has come a long
way in 2-years. Looking forward to
our area and community opening
up again for our terrific catchups!
Story Jan Chamberlain

Save the Date

for the 20th and 21st Birthdays Virtual Community
Greening End of Year Event.
Of course, the last two years we

haven’t had a gathering, hopefully
next year we can all catch up
together for a big lunch. However
this year we will be having a tour
of RBG Sydney and some cake
virtually join us
https://www.facebook.com/groups
/298284787339086/?ref=share
If you would like to join in, visit the
link above or join the Community
Greening NSW Facebook group
at 11am on Thursday 9th of
December. Register for a birthday
gift pack to be sent to your house
by calling, text message or emailing
your name and address.

Phil Pettitt 0447 420 173
communitygreening@
botanicgardens.nsw.gov.au

Brendan Moore shows off the Youth Community Greening cupcakes at the
10 year anniversary celebration

Royal Botanic Garden Sydney and Community Greening are on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Follow us.
http://www.facebook.com/RBGSydney

@RBGSydney

Tag your photos #communitygreening

Enquiries: Phil Pettitt Manager Community Greening M: 0447 420 173 E: philip.pettitt@botanicgardens.nsw.gov.au

