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Learning is freedom - Paddie Lane

Bob from Hobogro composting enterprise and Paddie Lane Community Greening next to the compost collection van.

In 2018 I started working with

the Community Greening team
to run Master Gardening courses
for various communities across
NSW.I had been working in TAFE
since 2004 running Urban Food
Growing courses and Phil Pettit and
I partnered on the pilot courses
in 2017 and somehow through a
series of fortunate events I joined
the team. I still teach a certificate
III Permaculture course one day
a week at TAFE and I bring the
three core ethics of Permaculture
into my everyday practice, that is
Care for Earth, Care for People

and Fair Share. These are the
principles that are modelled to me
by the Community Greening team,
Phil, Peter, Brendan, Darren and
Elizabeth.
Whilst living in London in 2002 I felt
my very, very lowest and a friend
took me to her families allotment.
For so many very wonderful reasons
I felt very comfortable there, many
generations, many nationalities
united by a desire to grow organic
food and flowers. I stood in that
garden and thought this is what
I want to do when I go back to
Australia. Bizarrely a series of

fortunate events had me teaching
a community garden in Marrickville
and doing my Masters in adult
education.
I learnt a lot about myself and
others in this Masters course, most
importantly I began to understand
how and why I learn, what type
of learner I was and how that
impacted on my ability to learn
in a formal analytical way. I learnt
about how trauma can greatly
impact on learning and I learnt to
learn without fear. That process was
called transformative learning and it
has informed my teaching practice
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since and made me committed to
creating safe and dynamic learning
environments where people can
start to understand their own
learning styles, their blocks and
explore ways to support their
lifelong learning process.
Learning is lifelong, we are learning
new things every day. We are
learning why the stink bugs have
covered the tree this morning but
were not there at all yesterday, why
watering deep in the soil rather
than on top is more effective, and
finding healthy ways to respond

to our personal triggers when
we get annoyed or frustrated at
someone else’s struggle with their
own inability to communicate.
One of the most important things
I have learnt is that there is a lot
going on beneath the surface of us
all and who am I to judge or over
react if someone doesn’t agree with
my methods, for all I know their
mother may have water her plants
by can from above every day of
her life and by doing this one thing
daily this person finds peace and
connection. Life is complicated and

none of us can fully understand how
those complications impact on our
behaviours and our unique lives.
I’m what’s called a global learner,
one of the characteristics of this
style is that I like to learn with
people, I like to solve problems
in groups. One of the favourite
aspects of my job is solving
problems with my team where all
our experiences and insights shine
light onto an answer or process,
each team member brings their
own strength and passion.

Master Gardener Courses

Sydney Master Gardeners taking a break
from the practical gardening session on the
roof top at Common Ground Camperdown.

It is six days of trying to cover

what I believe to be the most
important aspects of Urban
Gardening, understanding and
building soil, plant selection and
placement, waterwise gardening,
and community development, that
is who , why, what and how each
garden works, how decisions are
made and what is the overall vision
for it. This last part is always unique,
and the journey can be bumpy,
but seeing the results of a group
working together to create a vision
for their garden is powerful.

A six day Master Gardening course
is not going to teach you everything
you need to know about gardening,
true learning does not just happen
through receiving informing and a
certificate at the end of a course, it
happens through reflective practice
observing, asking questions and
continuing to practice skills and
reflecting on new information.
Asking the “why” question,
communicating with your local
gardeners and potentially becoming
involved in citizen science projects.
In the last 18 months Community
Greening ran classes in Gosford,
Riverwood, Wollongong, Redfern,
Ashcroft, Macquarie fields,
Liverpool, Eden, Newcastle, Auburn
& Sydney RBG, each group was
unique and bought a range of
experience, what is most exciting
in these classes is what the group
teaches each other, often we learn
something better when we have to
simplify it and teach each other.
This year we will be running
workshops on composting and
setting up mini shade houses and
nurseries. We would like to develop

a local community practice of seed
collecting from strong resilient
plants, growing and sharing them
across the Community Greening
sites. Harvest days and seasonal
meals is an idea we would like to
grow. We would also like to start
growing rare and endangered
plants as well as a range of pioneer
species to link in with Landcare
groups that are working with
communities impacted by fire.
In 2020 we will be running courses
in Miller, Telopea, Blacktown,
Wilcannia and Moree.
Please contact Phil Pettit for more
information or if you would like
to enrol or volunteer on any of
these courses.

Sydney Master Gardeners complete
their course.

Compost competition
This year to celebrate our 20th

Year of Community Greening we are
launching our compost competition
Let’s, get those composts activated!
Talk with any of the Community
Greening team about how to set
one up and remember, there are
many different ways to compost.

Remember if you get your soil right
it will hold water, provide a range of
nutrients and provide a solid base
for healthy plants to grow. Plants
that are healthy fight pests and
diseases better and are better for us.

10am-2pm. I am able to pick people
up from Sydenham station at 9.45am.

We are running a compost workshop
with HOBO at the Addison road
community centre on 2nd March from

Please phone or email
paddie.lane@bgcp.nsw.gov.au
0437 691 830

Please wear a hat, covered shoes
and bring a bottle of water. Lunch
will be provided.

Students Digging Deep at the Garden
T

he Youth Community Greening
program has been involved
with assisting Macquarie Fields
High School redevelop their
old agricultural area into an
Environmental Learning Space.
After the project commenced it was
evident that some of the students
took genuine ownership of the
transformation and took control
of aspects of the project. Two of
these students were Yuin and Nabil.
Two Year 10 students who saw the
opportunity to make their mark on
the space and develop their design
and leadership skills. With the
Principal and staff of the school’s
support, they have taken charge of
developing the Indigenous garden
space with amazing results.
When the Youth Community
Greening team delivered a teacher
professional learning day at the
school earlier this year, the students
were involved and assisted with
the presentations. The teachers
involved were so impressed and
gave such positive feedback about
the students that Community
Greening and the Royal Botanic
Garden offered a work experience
opportunity to the two students.
During the 5 days of work
experience the boys received a
taste of a variety of roles within the
Garden. They worked as part of

Kayte Wilkie Senior Horticulturist discussing the work ahead with Nabil and Yuin

the Aboriginal Education program,
assisting with tours. They worked
in community gardens with the
Community Greening team. They
assisted in the construction of the
‘Meadow’ with the Horticulturalists
and they presented workshops to
primary aged students at the Youth
Eco Summit.
Yuin and Nabil learnt much during
the five days and really enjoyed
the opportunity. As a result of the
success, the Community Greening
team will look to provide this
opportunity to more students in
the future. We also look forward

to seeing the amazing garden that
these two students are creating
at their school, which will be a
resource and legacy for the school
for years to come.

Nabil and Yuin ready to teach 500 kids
sustainable gardening at the Youth Eco
Summit 2019

Sow and Share
A Harmony Week event celebrates

inclusiveness, respect and
belonging for all Australians.

We are taking the time to reflect
on Australian multiculturalism
and recognise the stories of our
first nation’s and immigrant’s
history. Let’s celebrate Australia’s
multicultural community and enjoy
the produce and products from our
community gardens.
Funded through a Community
Resilience grant, Botanic Garden &
Centennial Parkland’s Community
Greening Programs aim to build
strong, resilient and cohesive
communities.
The free community event Sow and
Share will present their amazing
work creating community gardens.
The event will be set up on Lakeside
Lawn and will include a number of
stalls where you can learn about
gardening and local community work.
Please register for the event.

Royal Botanic Garden Sydney and Community Greening are on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Follow us.
www.facebook.com/RoyalBotanicGarden/

@RBGSydney

Tag your photos #communitygreening
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Community Greening is a partnership program of the Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain
Trust and Housing New South Wales. Youth Community Greening is made possible with
generous financial assistance from the Eden Foundation.
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